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Now Hear This!  Our Website is:  www.kps-site.org      

 
LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 
 
 
I can’t believe that I am writing the Commander 
Column for August already. It seems like we just started 2017 and now 
we are starting to think about 2018. As most of you know, an organiza-
tion like the Knoxville Power Squadron (KPS) takes lots of planning and 
the sooner you get started, the better. As promised, I want to give you an 
update on our Strategy/Planning Meeting held at my house on Saturday, 
July 15. There are several key points that were discussed.  
 
 

KPS Vision Statement 
Our first task was to set a Vision Statement so that everyone in 
leadership has a common goal. We talked about this at length 
and decided that our vision for KPS is as follows: “As Ameri-
ca’s Boating Club, our vision is to enhance safety and enjoy-
ment for the local boating community through formal and in-
formal education, social enjoyment and sharing of 
knowledge.” Now the task at hand is to implement that state-
ment. 
 
 
Education 
Education is an important part of our vision. We have had two 
ABC classes and we have a third one set up at Louisville Mari-
na. These classes have been quite successful in drawing stu-
dents.  However, our Squadron Education Office (SEO), John 
Farmer, has had a tough time this year setting up follow-up and 
advanced classes. It seems there is very little interest in further  
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education. To add to our dilemma, we only have two viable certified instructors for the ABC clas-
ses.  WE NEED MEMBERS TO VOLUNTEER FOR CERTIFICATION. Without more  
instructors, our classes are in jeopardy for next year. We are looking at setting a schedule early in 
the year for two ABC classes--one in the spring and one in the fall--if we can get instructors!! 
 
 
Leadership 
We discussed leadership. Unfortunately, this is another area that is problematic. Last year it was 
very difficult to get Bridge Members, Event Captains and Committee Chairmen. It appears that it is 
going to be even harder to fill our 2018 leadership positions. We have been unable to even fill out a 
Nominating Committee. Jean Armes is our entire committee and she has submitted a plea for mem-
ber involvement.  There is no substitute for the old adage, “Many hands make light work”! 
 
 
Events 
From March 23-25, 2018, KPS will host the D17 Spring Conference. This is a responsibility that 
comes up every few years. It is our turn again. We will be forming a committee for this and will 
need “worker bees.” 
 
Our Lock-Thru will be in May during Safe Boating Week.  A second Lock-Thru is a possibility, 
perhaps coinciding with our Salmon Roast.  
 
We are adapting our monthly dinner meetings to include our new venture this year known as 
“Dock and Dine.” Six months we will have “Dock and Dine” (which may include a short meeting) 
and six months we will have restaurant dinner meetings with a possible speaker/program.  
 
We need someone to attend the Tellico Lake Orientation twice per year on a Saturday morning, as 
Nancy Campbell is stepping down after ten years.  
 
We will keep the Fourth of July Raft-Up on our calendar and may have additional spontaneous raft
-ups.  
 
 
Communications 
KPS does have a Facebook Page. Our decision was to make that part of the Webmaster’s activities, 
which currently is in the capable hands of Ed Armes and Josh Kaczmarczyk. 
 
We now have labels with our name and website on them. You will see them on everything! Every 
handout will have a label. There is a warning that goes along with this. Don’t stand idle too long or 
you may also be labeled. We need to promote ourselves! Tell people about us! 
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ELECTED NON-EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES 
 
AUDIT:    NOMINATING:    RULES: 
CHAIR:   Linda Sundstrom, S  CHAIR:  Jean Armes, AP   CHAIR: Mike McCarthy, S 
2 Year:        Vicki Smith, S  2 Year: NEED     2 Year: Bob Bray, JN    
3 Year:   Hank Davis, JN  3 Year: NEED    3 Year: Hank Davis , JN  
 
 
PORT CAPTAINS 
 
WATTS BAR LAKE: Robert McConnel, S/N     FT LOUDOUN LAKE: P/C James C. Barkley, SN     TELLICO LAKE: P/D/C Mike Scher, AP 
 
APPOINTED COMMITTEE CHAIRS and OFFICERS  
 
MEMBERSHIP      
Ed Armes, AP    
 
SAFETY    PUBLIC RELATIONS   LAW OFFICER 
P/D/C  Michael P. Scher, AP  NEED     P/C Jim Barkley, SN 
 
SQUADRON HISTORIAN  VESSEL SAFETY CHECK   PROPERTY OFFICER 
P/C Nick Tronolone, AP  P/C Chuck Smith, P     P/C Bob Bray, JN   
 
LEGISLATIVE/LIASION  ROSTER & CALLING COMMITTEE  OPERATION BOAT SMART 
P/C Chuck Smith, P   Nancy Campbell, P    Cdr Dave Roberts,  JN 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR  WEBMASTER of KPS Website (www.kps-site.org) ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATION 
Sue DePew, S   Ed Armes, AP    NEED    
            
ABC CLASS COORDINATOR  MERIT MARK     
Otto Schwarz, S   Jeanette Farmer, P         
     

 

 

 
There were many more details discussed. Some decisions were tabled for another time, such as the Boat 
Show and the Website. All in all, we accomplished much, but still have much to do. Please be a part of that 
discussion. Send us your comments and suggestions. I promise you we will not bite! Let all members help 
to make our Squadron the best that it can be! 
 
 
CDR Janet 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Here’s a picture of a little gremlin that was drawn at the 
Bridge meeting. See if you can figure out who drew it. 
The clue is that it is someone's name!  

(Commander’s Report Continued from page 2) 

Now Hear This!             Page 3 



 

 

 
 

NOW HEAR THIS! CHANGE OF WATCH 
 
We are making a change! 
 
Our KPS newsletter has been in the very capable hands of Sue DePew for several years now, but as 
most of you know, Sue is stepping down at the end of August this year. How will we go on??? What 
will we do???? 
 
Our rescue is right at hand! Mike McCarthy has volunteered to be the Editor of Now Hear This! Yeah 
Mike!!!  He is currently working with Sue to learn the ropes and get up to speed on this most important 
task. Our newsletter is our lifeline to the members of the Squadron and to others. Our website is an im-
portant part of getting our message out, but our newsletter is the place where most everyone learns what 
is going on in the Squadron.  
 
Congratulations Sue on doing a wonderful job over the last few years. We will miss you and hope that 
life goes well for you.  
 
Welcome Mike! We applaud your enthusiasm and offer our thanks for stepping up to this task. All of 
us in KPS wish you well as you take over the helm of our newsletter. We all stand ready to help you 
however we can and promise you that we will get our articles and information in to you on a timely ba-
sis to make your job easier.  
 
As the old song goes, “See You in September.” 
 
 
CDR Janet 
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A WORD FROM YOUR  A/O . . .  
 
I hope everyone has enjoyed their HOT July! Boating on a cool lake up in the mountains certainly 
sounds better these days, doesn’t it?  Commander Janet and P/C Bob Bray hosted your Bridge members 
July 15th at their beautiful Tellico Village home for a much needed KPS strategy meeting. Much was 
accomplished which you will be hearing about in the coming days. I hope everyone will be very excited 
as we transform KPS into a more vibrant, fun, and educational division of “Americas Boating Club.” 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Currently Underway:   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our main August event is a cruise to Watts Bar Lake Terrace View Marina. All events will center 
around the exciting full solar eclipse where Watts Bar Lake is in the direct path of totality! Dock & 
Dine will commence Saturday, August 19, at 1700 hours by the pool at Terrace View. Tom and Mar-
beth Dietrich have worked hard putting together a full weekend of fun activities. If you haven’t made 
reservations, contact Tom and Marbeth NOW! Slips and hotel rooms are in demand and meals are to 
be prepaid. A full list of events follows on page 6.  This should be a fun-filled boating weekend.  And 
if we’re blessed with clear skies, we’ll also see one of nature’s most awe-inspiring sights -- a total  
solar eclipse. 
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JULY 24 TENNESSEE VALLEY WINERY DINNER/MEETING 

Twenty-nine KPS members and two guests enjoyed dinner at the Tennessee Valley Winery. 
A delicious French themed dinner was prepared by the proprietors themselves, John and  
Terry Smoot. John enlightened everyone on his family’s adventures moving from South Afri-
ca to Loudon, Tennessee.  The Tennessee Valley Winery is celebrating their 33rd year in the 
family wine making business, achieving over 800 awards and accolades, including having 
their wines served at the White House. Thank you and Congratulations John and Terry! 

AUGUST 18-22   
 
WATTS BAR ECLIPSE CRUISE  
 AND AUGUST DINNER MEETING 
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We still have not received sign up sheets from many of you.  Please make sure you fill out the sheet 
provided along with your newsletter email distribution and get it to us before August 10.  Make sure 
you use the address on the sheet as we have recently moved. 
 
Chuck Smith will be coordinating the docking arrangements at Terrace View so please send your boat 
name, boat length and width, and power requirements to him at cqguy43@gmail.com.  (Bring a 
“splitter” if you have one.)  As you approach Terrance View on Saturday, please hail Check on channel 
76 for docking instructions. 
 
The agenda for our time at Terrace View is as follows: 
 
Friday, August 18: 
 For those who are able to leave on Friday, we will be in Paint Rock Creek on Friday night for an 

impromptu raft-up. 
 
Saturday, August 19:  
 Cruise to Terrace View 
 1700 hours:  Cocktail Party on the pool deck 
 1830 hours:  Dinner at the restaurant (Prepaid) 
 1930 hours:  Karaoke 
 
Sunday, August 20: 
 1000 hours:  Brunch at the restaurant (Prepaid) 
 1100 hours:  Trivia contest 
 1300 hours:  Predicted Log event (See next page) 
 1700 hours:  Cocktails and dinner on the Wave Break dock   
  Hot dogs & fixin's will be provided.  You are asked to bring  
  chairs and a side dish or dessert to share. 
 
Monday, August 21: 
 0800 hours:  Sea-duction leaves for the eclipse viewing 
 0930 hours:  Corn Hole tournament (Ending at 1100 hours) 
 1130 hours:  Other boats leave for the eclipse viewing 
 1700 hours:  Cocktails on the pool deck and awarding of prizes 
 1830 hours:  August Dinner Meeting (Prepaid) 
 
Tuesday, August 23: 
 Cruise home 
 
If you are unable to come for the whole event, please plan to come Monday for the eclipse and the din-
ner meeting.  We will make sure you get a ride on a boat to see the eclipse. You must be at Terrace 
View no later than 1100 hours to get a ride on a boat for the viewing. 
 
Eclipse Glasses will be provided to everyone for the event. 

TERRACE VIEW ECLIPSE CRUISE 
&  

AUGUST DINNER MEETING 
 

By  
Tom and Marbeth Dietrich 
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FORWARD LOOKOUT: 
 
Our fall schedule of events is still being finalized. Our list of exciting events include Dock & 
Dines, a Salmon Roast, football get togethers, and educational meetings. Stay tuned to our news-
letters and Email Blasts.  And if you’re a Facebooker, our new Facebook page coming live next 
month! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DON’T  
MISS 

      OUT !!! 
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   Technical Library                                                                                                        Ken Bloomfield, Webmaster 

 

 

 

 

   Education on Deck                                         Lt/C John Farmer SN                            Squadron Education Officer 

 
EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT CORNER 

17-8 
 
 
 
Our next ABC course will be at the Louisville City Hall building at 3623 Louisville Road, Louisville, Ten-
nessee, on Tuesdays and Thursdays 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. August 29 through September 7. Notices have been 
mailed out by several marinas. Please let any potential students know about this opportunity.  
 
 
I have just gotten a notice from Atlanta saying, “This is just to let you know that ASPS will be offering JN 
starting early next month.  Feel free to let others who are interested in and ready for JN know.  Most classes 
will be online but the kick off will be in person.  It is tentatively set for 8/6/2017 at the home of Eric and 
Cindy Ringwall.  If you are interested I can keep you apprised about how things progress.”  
See http://atlantasboatingclub.com/public-classes for details. 
 
 
I need to know what USPS courses, electives or seminars Knoxville Power Squadron members are interest-
ed in taking so we can provide the education you want. Please email me at captfarmer@navcal.com and 
let me know what education is of interest to you.  
 
 Course options include: Seamanship, Piloting, Advanced Piloting, Junior Navigation and Navigation 
 Elective options include: Cruising/Cruise Planning, Engine Maintenance, Marine Electrical Systems, 

Marine Communications, Electronic Navigation, Marine Navigation Systems, Sail and Weather 
 Seminar options include: Anchoring, Basic Weather and Forecasting, Boat Handling Under Power, 

Boating on Rivers, Locks and Lakes, Emergencies On Board, Fuel and Boating, How to use a Chart, 
Introduction to Navigation, Man Overboard, Marine Radar, Mastering the Rules of the Road, Partner in 
Command, Sail Trim, Trailering your Boat, Using GPS and Using VHF & VHF/DSC Marine Radio 

 
 
Our District and National organizations put fourth a lot of effort designing, revising and distributing these 
educational opportunities for you. Please check the USPS website for course, elective or seminar details. 
 
 
Also, please let me know via email if you would be interested in the free, local, practical demonstration 
seminar on vessel design and fiberglassing (described last month’s newsletter).  If we have enough interest, 
we’ll schedule this on a Saturday afternoon in a shop in Maryville. 

 

http://atlantasboatingclub.com/public-classes
mailto:captfarmer@navcal.com
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   Education on Deck                                         Lt/C John Farmer SN                            Squadron Education  officer 

 

From the Water 
 
My son has a wake boat on Lake Guntersville. On Saturday, July 22, he had two PWC operators jumping 
his wake in different directions – they collided injuring a middle-aged man and Charles had to take him 
aboard.  The injured man was then med-flighted to a Huntsville hospital to undergo surgery for spleen 
damage and a broken femur. Two days later he was still in surgical ICU with a steel rod supporting his 
femur. He will be bedridden for six weeks before physical therapy starts. Please operate your PWC very 
carefully and encourage others to do the same. 
 
Charles’ boat has a sturdy swim platform and a relatively low gunnel. Years ago, I had to get a drowning 
victim into my 19-foot cabin cruiser over a 2-foot gunnel. We looped a rope under the victim’s arms and 
two of us pulled him aboard. Since there were three people aboard and two were CPR trained, we did two
-rescuer CPR on the way back to the dock. The victim had been under water well over 20 minutes – we 
were not able to bring him back, but we tried. 
 
Have you decided how to get an injured or unconscious person aboard your boat? Have you had military 
of civilian CPR and first aid training lately? CPR has changed many times over the years and you need to 
be aware of the current best practices. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
We are working on Segment X for the new Piloting course. As mentioned earlier, these segments will 
use the OpenCPN, free charting software and it will be used for the Segment X Piloting open book ex-
am. If you have not tried OpenCPN, yet I suggest you try it now.  
 
Installing OpenCPN  
Type http://opencpn.org/ocpn/download into your internet browser and hit "enter." When the Down-
load OpenCPN page opens, you can select the software to download based on your personal comput-
er's operating system. On the left side of the page, you may also want to identify and open the online 
User Manual. This is the documentation for the latest OpenCPN stable release, including the latest Ser-
vice Release. There are various tips that may help you with the software installation in this manual. All 
serious users need to read through this document to fully understand the scope of the program, as well 
as all the details. Your browser’s “find” option may also be of assistance. 
 
After successfully downloading and installing OpenCPN on your computer, launch the program. At 
the top of the page, you will see a group of icons. Press the “?” icon and then the “help tab” to access 
the built in version of the User’s Manual. Except for the table of contents, links in italic are internal to 
this document. Other links will need an Internet connection. The installed documentation will open in 
your default browser. There have been some problems using Internet Explorer to open the User Manu-
al directly from the program. If you do not want to change Browsers, you should make the User Manu-
al a favorite on your computer and access it directly on the Internet.  

 

Technical Corner  
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Technical Corner (Continued) 

 
Note that this software is free to all users.  However, the continued development of the software 
needs financial support. It is your choice to make a contribution to the ongoing project as requested in 
the documentation. 
 
Installing Charts 
Per the 2002 edition of Bowditch (American Practical Navigator), the potential danger to the mariner 
increases especially with raster digital charts (RNCs) because by zooming in, the chart scale can in-
crease beyond what can be supported by the source data. The constant and automatic update of the 
vessel’s position on the chart display can give the navigator a false sense of security, causing him to 
rely on the accuracy of a chart when the source data from which the chart was compiled cannot sup-
port the scale of the chart displayed.  
 
OpenCPN does not come with any pre-installed charts. It is up to the user to find and install charts.  
However, OpenCPN comes with a worldwide background map, displayed if no charts are available 
for an area. To install charts, OpenCPN must be pointed to a directory containing a catalog of charts 
of one of the recognized chart formats. Don't point OpenCPN to individual charts. You must specify 
the directory that contains the charts. For this course, you will download the free NOAA raster-type 
chart of Bowditch Bay and keep it in a folder named Charts or BSBChart. You may create this folder 
on your desktop, in My Documents, or on the C drive. The name and location is your decision, but 
you need to know where the folder exists. We suggest that you use the name Charts or BSBChart 
(since that is the format used by NOAA). OpenCPN also works well with vector charts that also can 
be downloaded free from NOAA for coastal charts or the Corps of Engineers for river charts. Down-
loading vector charts is a very similar process to that described below for raster charts. See the User 
Manual for more detailed information about loading and using vector charts. Both vector and raster 
charts may be used at the same time. 
 
To get the USPS Bowditch Bay raster chart go to http://www.usps.org/eddept/p/main.htm#downloads 
and click on “Download the Bowditch Bay chart (290KB, ZIP-KAP) for use with OpenCPN (12 Mar 
16)” under the “Bowditch Bay Chart for use with OpenCPN” heading. You have to download to and un-
zip this file in your Charts or BSBChart directory. To view this chart, open the OpenCPN program and 
scroll to red rectangle in the north east of the background map for the United States. My two chart direc-
tories are \Charts\ENC\US_INLAND (for river charts) and \Charts\RNC (for the Bowditch Bay chart). 
Use the OpenCPN chart downloader feature to find the river charts that you need. Click on the 
“adjustable wrench” looking setup icon > Charts > Chart Downloader > Add > USA-NOAA & Inland 
charts > ENC > US ACE Inland ENC Charts and select the folder you setup for river charts. This will 
load the chart catalog for ACE river charts. After this when you come back to the Chart Downloader, you 
will find a catalog of ACE river charts. Now scroll down and select “Tennessee (Donaldson Light to 
Head of Navigation), river miles 606.0 – 652.0” which will load the U37TN606.000 chart from just 
above Ft. Loudoun to Knoxville. 
 
OpenCPN is very powerful software and takes some training and experimentation to learn to use it 
effectively. To use it on your boat, the easiest way to get GPS data is to use an inexpensive USB GPS 
receiver like the GlobalSat BU-353-S4 GPS receiver ($30 on Amazon). This can easily connect 
through a USB port on your laptop running OpenCPN. Happy and safe navigating to you! 

 

 

http://www.usps.org/eddept/p/main.htm#downloads
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   NOTE FROM THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE                                                                              Jean Armes,  AP 

 
 
 

NOTE TO ALL KPS MEMBERS  
From the nominating committee 

 
 
 

WE NEED YOU to keep our Squadron alive and healthy.  
 

 
Officers are needed for the upcoming year.  Would you consider volunteering for a position on the 
Bridge? 
 
We are the second largest squadron in District 17 and have had many hard working members in  
leadership positions who have been instrumental in making this happen.  Won’t you step up to help 
keep KPS in this position? 
 
Please contact Jean Armes at 865-458-9624 or Janet Bray at 865-408-9229 if you can help. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


