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Don’t settle for Captain -- Be a Boat Driver! 
 

Note:  To those that have formal training and/or years of 
experience via the Coast Guard or the US Navy and really 
are Captains, it is not of you that I speak. 
 
We yacht owners show respect by calling each other “Captain.”  So, what does 
it take to become a Captain?  In the world of recreational boating, all one has 
to do is buy a boat and Boom!  You’re a Captain.  The only requirement to 
gain this title is money, or the sudden lack thereof since you just bought a 
boat.  The title of Captain is for sale -- no effort or training required.   
 
On the other hand, what is a “Boat Driver”?  For thirty years I knew that 
someday I was going to drive a large boat; therefore, I treated my 18-foot ski 
boat accordingly.  For example we didn’t “man handle” the boat to the dock 
because that won’t work on large boats.  (It amazes me to watch folks try to 
push and pull a 20-ton boat around the slip.)  Nor am I speaking of piloting.  
Piloting is the skill of navigating a boat across the water.  Anybody can man 
the wheel and avoid other boats and buoys.  But to safely bring your vessel 
into a slip or along side a pier, that’s boat “driving.”  A boat driver docks a 
boat safely and efficiently every time.  
 
So, how do you become a “Boat Driver”?  Practice!  Real practice and lots of 
it.  Most boaters maneuver their vessel only when they use it -- once out -- 
once back in -- then go home.  We need to practice.  Pull the boat out of the 
slip, spin it around, and put it back in the slip.  Not twice, but perhaps ten 
times.  Pick a calm day at first, but work your way up to a slightly windy day.  
Ever tried to dock your boat with a thunderstorm approaching?  If it could 
happen in real life, why not practice it?  What maniac would intentionally take 
his vessel out in the rain knowing it’s going to get worse?  Ahh! But someday 
you’ll have friends out on the boat and maybe you wouldn’t have gone out 
because of the conditions -- but your passengers have a tight schedule and you 
didn’t want to let them down.  As you approach, the birth of a beautiful day 
has become a rapidly intensifying thunderstorm with a stiff breeze soon to be a 
serious blow.  And all you have to do is dock a large boat in a very narrow slip 
-- first time, now!  Wouldn’t it be great if this were not your first time?   
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ELECTED NON-EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES 
 
AUDIT:    NOMINATING:    RULES: 
CHAIR: Larry Lanz, AP  CHAIR:  Cindy Davis, S   CHAIR: Bill Brumit, AP 
2 Year: Dave Ogrod, P  2 Year: Maureen Hill    2 Year: Mike McCarthy, S    
3 Year: Linda Sundstrom  3 Year: Brenda Bloomfield, AP  3 Year: Bob Bray, JN   
 
PORT CAPTAINS 
 
WATTS BAR LAKE: Robert McConnel, S/N     FT LOUDOUN LAKE: P/C James C. Barkley, SN     TELLICO LAKE: P/D/C Mike Scher, AP 
 
APPOINTED COMMITTEE CHAIRS and OFFICERS  
 
MEMBERSHIP      
Ed Armes, AP    
 
SAFETY    PUBLIC RELATIONS   LAW OFFICER 
P/D/C  Michael P. Scher, AP  Ray West, AP    P/C Jim Barkley, SN 
 
SQUADRON HISTORIAN  VESSEL SAFETY CHECK   PROPERTY OFFICER 
P/C Nick Tronolone, AP  P/C Bob Bray, JN     P/C Bob Bray, JN   
 
LEGISLATIVE/LIASION  ROSTER & CALLING COMMITTEE  OPERATION BOAT SMART 
P/C Chuck Smith, P   Nancy Campbell, P    Cdr Dave Roberts,  JN 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR  WEBMASTER of KPS Website (www.kps-site.org) ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATION 
Sue DePew, S   Ken Bloomfield, AP    Esther Webster, P    
         Denise Powers, AP    
ABC CLASS COORDINATOR  MERIT MARK     
Otto Schwarz, S   Janet Bray, P         
     

 

 

 
What if instead of having successfully docked your boat thirty times in good conditions (“we only go out on nice 
days”), you had hundreds of successful arrivals in varying conditions?  Have you ever noticed those big green air-
planes landing at the Knoxville airport?  Those are professional military pilots practicing -- landing over and over and 
over even though they already have thousands of landings behind them.  Do you think Tiger Woods only hits the ball 
on TV?  How many hours do you think he spends whacking balls down range for no reason, except practice?   
 
So think like a professional.  Practice . . . A Lot!!  Come out to the marina and move your boat in and out of the slip.  
Do it until you’re so good that everyone is amazed by your calm and success.  Oh, and by the way, practice midweek 
when nobody is around.  (You know even Tiger slices occasionally.)  That way they only see your good ones.  No-
body was here to see me . . . er. . . . well . . . just practice. 
 
Next month: Why your spouse doesn’t like your boat.   
 
 
Dave  
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 Currently Underway:   
 
 

Don’t forget the upcoming Ice Cream Social on Saturday August 13. This event will take place at the Tellico 
Harbor Clubhouse, 2000 Cherokee Drive, Maryville, from 1400 to 1600 hours and promises to be ice cream lov-
ers Gala.   
 
The Clubhouse/Dock has been reserved for Friday and Saturday, August 12 and 13, which will allow docking for 
those who come by boat.  The dock has been renovated and is boat friendly so plan on coming Friday, “docking 
up” and socializing on Friday evening if you like. You will be asked to sign a waiver for overnight docking which 
will be provided. There is deep water off the dock if you choose to anchor out and the channel is marked. 
 
Paul and Jane Dockins are captaining this event and need to get a head count ASAP.  So please confirm your at-
tendance with Paul or Jane no later than August 9.  You can contact Paul at 865-865-5495 (jpdockins@att.net) or 
Jane at 865-556-1894 (jsdockins519@gmail.com).  
 
Volunteers are needed to bring toppings and ice cream “compatible” sweets, treats and extra things to help make 
this a fun and successful event.  If we have ice cream chefs in the Squadron, please bring your special homemade 
ice cream to share with all.  Also, please let Paul or Jane know if you have a particular flavor ice cream you would 
like and they’ll try to please your sweet tooth.  Soft drinks and bottled water will be provided. 
 

  Administrative Officer Report                                                           Lt/C Dan Webster  
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We had a great turnout of seven boats on Fort Loudoun for the fireworks and raft-up. There 
were sixteen KPS members and two guests who shared in the event.  The show was awesome 
and everyone really enjoyed themselves.  Thank you Mike Scher for captaining this event and 
thanks to Dave and Denise Powers for helping host the event. 
 

Tennessee Valley Winery Dinner/Business Meeting 
 
We had another fantastic dinner at the Tennessee Valley Winery with twenty-eight KPS members 
attending.  The host and 100% homemade food were outstanding!  A very enjoyable evening with 
friends. Thank you Ed & Jean for setting this up for us again. 
 

Abaft Lookout:   
Independence Day Fireworks and Raft-up 

Ice Cream Social - August 13 

mailto:jpdockins@att.net
mailto:jsdockins519@gmail.com


 

  Administrative Officer Report                                               Lt/C Dan Webster   

Also underway:   
Roland’s Bistro Dinner Meeting – A fusion of East Tennessee meets German Rustic! 
 
Date: August 22 
Time: Social Hour 1800 Hours 
                   Dinner 1900 Hours 
Location:   1805 E Lamar Alexander Parkway 
 Maryville, Tennessee  37804 
 865-724-2537 
 
Cost: $27.00 for Menu Option #1 or  
(Includes     $29.50 for Menu Option #2 
Gratuity) 
 
Menu:   
Amuse Geule 
Queen Soup (Chicken Soup bound with cream) 
Farmers Salad (lettuce, tomatoes, cucumber, feta cheese and black olives) 
 
AND Choose Option #1 or Option #2 
Entrée Option #1: Schnitzel w/Jaeger Sauce and Vienna Style Potato Salad 
Entrée Option #2: Beef Roulade served w/Spaetzle and red cabbage 
 
Roland's Bistro offers a variety of German beers at an additional cost.  On Draft: Warsteiner Pils, Paulaner Lager, 
Spaten Lager, Franziskaner Weizen, and Köstritzer Schwarzbier  — or In Bottles:  Erdinger Weißbier Dunkel  
 
Although Roland’s does not currently offer wine, the corking fee has been waived and you can bring your own 
wine. 
 
Our guest speaker will be Barbra Ramsey with Custom Interiors and Canvas. She will discuss canvas, vinyl cover-
ing, and isinglass which are used throughout the boating industry. She will cover specifics on background, training, 
and experience as well as tools and equipment used and recommended care and maintenance of the different mate-
rials. 
 
Please confirm attendance, entrée choice, and send your checks payable to the Knoxville Power Squadron to by 
August 12 to:  

Esther Webster 
1021 Marina Harbor Drive  

Maryville TN 37801 
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Forward Lookout:  

September Salmon Roast  - September 17 
 
The salmon will be provided by the Squadron and each member will need to bring sides or desserts. 
If you last name begins with A ~ M, please plan on bringing a side dish.  If your name begins with 
N ~ Z, please bring a dessert.  Watch for additional details in next month’s newsletter. 



 

 

Education on Deck           Lt /C  Delila  Callahan, AP                           Education Officer  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Engine Maintenance 
 
Nine students completed this class, which was held at the Concord Yacht Club and taught by Ken Bloom-
field.  All nine students completed the final test and all students got a grade of 88 or above!  Eighty is pass-
ing, so the entire class did quite well.  Thanks to Ken for another stellar teaching job.   
 
When you see the new graduates, be sure to congratulate them:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ABC Class 
 
The final ABC class of 2016 has also been completed.  The class was held at Fort Loudon Yacht Club with 
eight students – seven adults and one teenager.  Everyone passed the test.   Congratulations to everyone! 
 
We’ll look forward to meeting these new people as they begin their six-month free trial membership with 
KPS.   Be sure to welcome them when you meet them at KPS functions. 
 
A special thanks to Chuck Smith, Otto Schwarz, and Tom Dietrich who filled in at the last minute for Ray 
West and Delila Callahan, who were expected to teach the group.  One of the wonderful things about KPS is 
our people who step forward to volunteer their time.   
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Eddie Armes      
Wayne Baker  

Christie Carrion 
Hank Davis  
Gary DePew       

Josh Kaczmarczyk  
David Ogrod  

Wayne Prichard 
Chuck Smith 

Good work !!! 



 

  Administrative Officer Report                    Lt/C Linda Sundstrom  
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   Technical Library                                                                                                     Ken Bloomfield, NHT Webmaster  

 

 

 

   Technical Library                                                                                                        Ken Bloomfield, Webmaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Technical Library                                                                                                        Ken Bloomfield, Webmaster 

 

Pursuant to last months discussion of the ELCI/GFCI issue,  this is a second example of 
one common boat wiring problem, and what to do about it.  The following is a discussion 
of two issues with certain inverter installations.  

The first issue is inverters that either do not have (or have bypassed), the correct neutral 
bonding arrangement.  The schematic below explains what should be done, but in some cases does not 
exist due to either the age of the inverter or the way it has been wired in.  Note that relay RY-B is 
shown here in the position it will be in when shore-power IS present.  Note further that in this position 
if you trace the wiring from shore-power neutral (bottom, left) you see it is conducted through to the 
neutral busbar (Inverter Sub-Panel upper right) by the RY-B contacts shown closed.  However, when 
shore-power is lost, RY-B shifts the neutral connection over to the inverter neutral out line which you 
will note is also grounded (since now the inverter is the “source of power”) and it also disconnects and 
isolates the shore-power neutral so the two are NOT made common.  Some inverters are providing the 
bonding, but are NOT isolating it from the input.  In that situation, when shore-power resumes the relay 
can not open fast enough to remove the bond and the ELCI/GFCI breaker will trigger as they are very 
fast.  As mentioned in the last Newsletter, any connection detected between neutral and ground on shore
-power is considered a fault by the new marina ELCI/GFCI breakers. 

The second, and more fundamental issue I have seen cause some problems is where there is some con-
nection between the inverter load neutrals and the shore-power power neutrals.  In some cases, the in-
staller has not even used a separate independent neutral busbar for the inverter loads, and the inverter 
bonds the neutral output to ground.  This incorrect connection results in detection by the ELCI/GFCI 
once shore-power is reconnected.  All inverter loads MUST have a separate independent neutral busbar. 

 

 

Electrical headache CURE #2  


