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Now Hear This!  Our Website is:  www.kps-site.org      

 
Education Can Never Stop 
 
 
 
June’s CDR Column for Now Hear This! was completed about 1-½ 
weeks ago. I was really ahead of the game or so I thought. Generally I 
am not a spontaneous person, as my husband can tell you. I usually have 
things well planned out and completed before they are due. Well, this 
time I have scrapped that column and will resurrect it for another time.  
A very sad local news story has come up recently and needs to be dis-
cussed instead. 
 
If you have heard or read the local news, you will recall the story of a 
Farragut High School Senior who just drowned in Fort Loudoun Lake. 
What a tragedy! What a needless tragedy!! This unfortunate young man 
went boating with two other folks. As far as I can tell, the type of boat 
was unnamed in the news story.  The circumstances and the two com-
panions were not identified either. For some reason, this young man “fell 
out of the boat.”  He went under the water clutching a PFD in his hand, 
but he never resurfaced. It was reported in the story that he was a non-
swimmer. How sad is this and how preventable! 
 
The main mission of USPS is education. Every local squadron holds 
public boating classes and teaches both new and old boaters the things 
they need to know to boat safely. Every Vessel Safety Check (VSC) 
looks for safety items on your boat, most importantly life jackets and 
throwables. The first thing we teach is to wear your life jacket, especial-
ly if you are a non-swimmer. Now just because this was a 17- or 18-year
-old does not necessarily mean that he and his companions were 
“horsing around” which caused him to fall out of the boat. A really large 
wake can cause the same thing or perhaps pushing the throttle a little too  
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hard. Even making a very tight turn with your boat at the right speed can cause enough force to propel 
someone out of your boat. Our mission is more important than ever! Young people think they are invin-
cible and many adults feel that they are just too smart to get into trouble. This story proves that the 
worst can happen in an instant.  
 
In light of the aforementioned tragedy, be a good example to other boaters and follow the safety guide-
lines yourself. Please consider joining our ranks of examiners and/or teachers as well. At present we do 
not have enough VSC examiners or enough public boating course teachers. You are needed!! It is a 
matter of life and death! 
 
 
CDR Janet 
 
 
NOTE: Please see an important announcement on opportunities to support our Squadron on page 11. 
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MAY 6 LOCK-THRU (By Don Perrine) 

 
The KPS educational lock-thru on May 6 was a success! There were 37 participants in the May 6 lock-
thru! I believe that our goal of enabling all of the guests to feel confident that they could lock though on 
their own was accomplished, given the enthusiastic applause and comments at both the post-event lunch 
and subsequent emails. The KPS facilitated opening up nearly unlimited boating possibilities for the 
guests who can now explore the world beyond Ft. Loudoun Lake! 
 
The success of the event was due a great deal to the excellent team work by KPS members. In particular, 
the mentors, co-organizer Bob Bray, members who brought food and set up a wonderful lunch, members 
who posted advertisements for the event or contacted other boating organizations, and the KPS leader-
ship’s guidance and support. Interestingly, we had 52 participants, but 20 cancelled at the last minute – 
some due to medical or personal issues and the rest due to the weather forecast —  then we picked up 5 
more. As it turned out, luck was on our side. The weather was cool and overcast, but we experienced only 
light winds and no rain until the event and lunch was over, which was contrary to earlier, discouraging 
forecasts. One of our cancellations committed to join the Squadron. And then, Janet Bray and Ed Armes’ 
pitch at lunch about the benefits of the KPS, followed up by Ed’s letter to both the actual and cancelled 
guests should lead to some more new members.  
 
This turned out to be both a worthy annual event for all boaters who want to learn how to safely and con-
fidently lock through as well as a recruiting event. Our KPS leadership will critique this event to ensure 
we capture lessons about both the positives and the areas where we can improve  

 

 
MAY 20 “DOCK-UP AND DINNER” 
 
We had our May “Dock Up and Dinner” Saturday the 20th 
at Ft. Loudoun Yacht Club. Cocktail and Social hour at 
their beautiful Rooster Bar extended beyond 1 hour. 
Some people watching the Preakness Horse Race—others 
chatting by the water overlooking the boat filled harbor. 
More sat around the grill station watching our Executive 
Chef Hank Davis alongside Sous Chef Ed Armes prepare 
their masterpiece and entertain us at the same time. We 
should have started our social hour at 5 . . . or 4!!  Everyone was having such a good time, dinner and our 
presentation ran a little late. Tom Dietrich educated us on the upcoming August 21st eclipse and what dif-
ferent phenomena we may see while watching it. Tom and Marbeth have scheduled a fun filled extended 
weekend at Terrace View Marina so mark your calendars for August 18-21 and make your reservations 
now! We had a great dinner and evening with 35 members attending—next month lets have 40! OK?! 
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NOTE: 
As your A/O, I am embarrassed! We all should be ashamed! May 20-26 was National Safe Boating week. 
KPS did nothing! For that, I take full responsibility. We, as our communities’ safe boating organization, 
should be Some Where doing Some Thing!  Next year KPS will make having some community project for 
safe boating week a priority. Throughout this year, I have been making my own calendar of events so that 
next year things, events, and responsibilities do not sneak up and leave us “high and dry” with nothing to 
do. 

 
 
 
 
 

JUNE 24 DOCK-UP AND DINNER 
Come on out Saturday June 24th  for our next “Dock up and Dinner.” Or as  Kim prefers, "Dock and 
Dine” so that’s what I'll call it from now on! We'll be at the beautiful and quaint Tellico Harbor Marina 
in Vonore. Catering Chef (and our superb secretary) Jean Armes will be preparing her Roast Beef 
“surprise.”  Everyone else is asked to bring a chair and a small side dish to share (appetizer, potato, 
veggie, dessert). Please confirm with me (BillBrumit@juno.com) which option you would like to bring 
so I can make sure we'll have a “well rounded” menu. We'll set up on “B” dock just in front of 
“Neptunes Reward,” the Webster’s beautiful Californian. Depending on confirmed attendance, we may 
move to the pavilion just across from B dock. Either way, both are covered and by the water so come 
on out rain or shine. Remember, if you're coming by boat and wish to spend the night, contact Harbor-
master Rodney at 865-856-6806 or 865-209-2881 to reserve your slip. 

 
 
 

 
 

    JULY 1 – FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION 
 

Mike Scher has stepped up, again, to captain Lenoir City's Rockin’ the Docks Fireworks Show--which 
will be held this year on Saturday, July 1st. Our KPS mothership, M/Y Sea-Duction, will anchor just off 
Lenoir City Park at 1500 Hours on July 1. This is a BYOB and BYOF event. Mike is kind enough to pro-
vide the place; he asks everyone to please coordinate with him what you will bring to eat and drink and, 
of course, be kind and haul back your trash. Contact Mike MPScher@aol.com for confirmation and fur-
ther information. With a Rockin’ band, great fireworks show, and numerous decorated vessels on the wa-
ter, this is always an exciting night. 
 

 
    JULY 24 TENNESSEE VALLEY WINER 
 

Mark your calendars now for our July 24 dinner meeting at the Tennessee Valley Winery.  This year 
will be a French theme with an outstanding menu.  More detailed information and a complete menu will 
be in the next issue of  Now Hear This ! The cost will be $25 per person and is a prepaid event.   Reser-
vations must be made by check made payable to the Knoxville Power Squadron prior to July 17  Send 
to Jean Armes, 508 Engel Road, Loudon, TN  37774 (865-458-9624.)                               

 
 
Note:  There will not be a formal Bridge meeting in July.  A strategy meeting is planned for July15. 
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AUGUST 19-23 TERRACE VIEW CRUISE (By Tom Dietrich) 
For those who are able to leave on Friday for the cruise to Terrace View, we will be in Paint Rock Creek on 
Friday night for an impromptu raft-up.  Hope some of you can join us. 
 
The agenda for our time at Terrace View is as follows: 
 
Saturday August 19:  Cruise to Terrace View 
 1700 hours:  Cocktail Party on the pool deck 
 1830 hours:  Dinner at the restaurant  (prepaid) 
 
Sunday August 20: 1000 hours:  Brunch at the restaurant (prepaid) 
 1100 hours:  Trivia contest 
 1300 hours:  Predicted Log event (see below) 
 1700 hours:  Cocktails and dinner on the Wave Break dock.   
 
 Hot dogs & fixin's provided.  You are asked to bring chairs and a  
 side dish or dessert to share. 
 
Monday August 21: 1000 to 1200 hours:  Corn Hole tournament 

 1300 hours:  Leave for the eclipse viewing (viewing glasses will be provided) 
 1700 hours:  Cocktails on the pool deck and awarding of prizes 

             1830 hours:  Monday Dinner Meeting (prepaid) 
 
 
 
Tuesday August 23: Cruise home 
 
Next month’s newsletter will have a sign-up sheet with the menu and costs for each meal.  If you are 
unable to come for the whole event, please plan to come Monday for the eclipse and the dinner meeting.  
We will make sure you get a ride on a boat to see the eclipse. 
 
 

Predicted Log Event 
A predicted log event is a test of your piloting and boat handling skills.  It is very simi-
lar to a car rally.  You will be given a course that is made up of five legs for a total of 
about 10 miles.  You will need to calculate the distance of each leg and then predict 
how long it will take you to run each leg.  This will be done in advance at home using 
whatever method you want (dividers, chart plotter, ruler, whatever).  Bring your predic-
tions to the event.  When you run the course you will only be able to use your RPM me-
ter, compass, and binoculars.  A timekeeper will be on the boat with you, and you will 
tell him/her when to mark the time for each leg.   
 

The timekeeper will mark that time to the second and bring the time sheet back to the judges.  The judges 
will compare the actual times with the times you had predicted.  The boat with the smallest absolute percent 
error will win.  Absolute error means that if you are slow 1 minute on the first lag and fast 1 minute on the 
second leg, then you have a 2-minute error.  This may sound complicated, but it is  not really.  All you  
need is a chart, an rpm meter, and a compass.  If you don't have a chart of Watts Bar, you can down load 
section 78 from the following site.   
 

http://www.lrn.usace.army.mil/Missions/Navigation/Downloadable-TN-River-Charts/   
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Predicted Log Event  (Continued) 
 
You need to choose a comfortable cruising speed where you don’t have to continually adjust the throttle 
and measure the actual speed at that rpm.   
 
The deadline to sign up will be August 1.  A sign-up sheet will be in next month’s newsletter.  I will 
also need volunteers as timers, so if you don’t want to run the event but still want to participate, please 
sign up to be a timer.  Timers will need to have a time piece with a sweep second hand.  If your watch 
doesn’t have a second hand, there are I-Phone apps that have them. 
 
This is a fun event, and we hope to have great participation! 
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   Technical Library                                                                                                     Ken Bloomfield, NHT Webmaster 
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   Education on Deck                                         Lt/C John Farmer SN                            Squadron Education Officer 

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT CORNER 
17-6  

 
We have only two people indicating an interest in our Piloting Class beginning June 13 so as of now we 
may not have that class here. The District has a way to offer classes over the Internet for up to 25 
“seats” (computer locations). They are looking at offering Piloting and that is an option or people can al-
ways take courses on their own. If you do it on your own, we provide the book, the instructor’s book and 
the PowerPoint slides. 
 
We just completed another ABC Boating Course at Caney Creek RV Campground. We had four people 
take and pass the TWRA test and the age range is now up to 28 years old. The TWRA scoring key had 
one question missing, the “test references” sheet was not correct, and the forms the students have to fill 
out DOB section doesn’t go past 1999. 
 

 
 
The room was a little tight and we had no tables, but very good support from the Campground man-
agement. Chuck Smith and I taught this using a large flat-screen TV instead of a projector and screen. 
 
We had two people that had intended to take the TWRA test but didn’t purchase the required “600 
testing certificate.” After much arm twisting by Ed Armes (Membership Chairman), they agreed to 
take the USPS test and passed it along with four others. Our thanks also to Jean Armes who always 
accompanies Ed to exam night with cookies and lemonade. 
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Paddle Smart Seminar 
 
We had hoped to offer the Paddle Smart Seminar, but unfortunately I was very disappointed with the 
course book which is nothing but a black and white copy of the slides with room for notes. I did not feel 
justified in charging students $30 for so little material. There is also no mention of paddle boards and 
that was to be my main seminar focus. A group of 50 paddle boarders launched for a Full Moon Paddle 
near our dock and I had hopped to reach them. The National Educational Officer gave me permission to 
offer the seminar slides only for free, but the permission came too late. I am trying to arrange to offer it 
to the Billy Lush Boards staff now. 
 
There are two additional books available (at additional cost) for the seminar. One is “Introduction to 
Paddling” and the other is “Ocean Kayaking.” 

 
 

From the Water  
 

Jeanette and I manned a successful in-water boat show booth at Tellico Village Marina. We had people 
sign up, giving us their contact information for a free drawing for our GPS Seminar book and our Knots 
Bends and Hitches Guide. Offering a free drawing seemed to help entice people to sign up. The weather 
was cool, wet and rainy but we did have some interest and picked up some more potential members and 
class requests. 
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Technical Corner  
 

 
 

The Coast Guard is warning people about companies charging fees for assisting in renewing your ves-
sel documentation certificate. It has to be renewed every year, but you can easily do it yourself and at 
less cost. 
 
“The U.S. Coast Guard's National Vessel Documentation Center (NVDC), located in Falling Waters, 
West Virginia, is the only entity authorized to issue Certificates of Documentation (CODs), Form CG-
1270, valid for a period of one year from date of issuance. This document is required for vessels en-
gaged in Commercial trade and is optional for vessels five net tons and over engaged in recreational 
use/activities. 
 
The NVDC is aware that there are commercial entities that offer to manage the certification/renewal 
process on behalf of vessel owners for a fee. The Coast Guard does not endorse any of these compa-
nies, and the companies do not operate on behalf of the Coast Guard in any way. Any fees charged be-
yond the $26 renewal fee, to include other fees found in title 46 CFR 67.550, or other agreements of-
fered by such companies are in no way associated with the NVDC certification process.  In addition, 
these companies are not authorized to issue any form of documentation, including travel letters and/or 
permits that authorize operation of ANY vessel.” 
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   NOTICE OF INTERMITTENT DELAYS OF FT. LOUDOUN LOCK 

 

INTERMITTENT DELAYS OF FT. LOUDOUN LOCK 
TENNESSEE RIVER MILE 602.3 

 
 
 
 

 
APPROXIMATE TIMEFRAME: 

 
Commencing June 15, 2017 and continuing through July 15, 2017 

 
 
 
Contractors will begin removing sections of the State Highway 321 bridge crossing over Ft. Loudoun 
Lock.  This work will not interrupt commercial navigation traffic, but recreational traffic can expect 
intermittent delays.  There is no auxiliary lock available at this location.  
 
 
For more information, please contact Ft. Loudoun Lock at 865-986-8051.  The Lock will also be moni-
toring Marine Channels 13 and 16. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

tel:(865)%20986-8051
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   OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT OUR SQUADRON  

 

Now Hear This! 
 
 
What an appropriate title. KPS wants all of you to “Now Hear This”!!! 
 
We are losing the very capable, energetic and accomplished editor of our Newsletter! Sue Depew is step-
ping down as Newsletter Editor sometime in August of this year! She has done a great job of keeping us 
informed. In fact, our Newsletter is the main source of information for our Squadron, besides our Website. 
We need another member to step up to take over this very important job. Sue will be happy to work with 
someone as soon as possible and “teach them the ropes.” It is not a difficult job and does not require an infi-
nite knowledge of computers and/or publishing. Sue wrote a good description of what she does in the next 
paragraph. Most of the Officers and Committee Chairmen are really good about getting articles in on time, 
so there should not be much reminding. It does not require attending meetings. PLEASE HELP!!!  
 
Our newsletter is published monthly. Articles/input are provided by the 25th of each month for publication 
by the first of the next month. For example, input for June’s newsletter was provided by May 25th. 
 
Those routinely responsible for providing information to be published include those listed below.  How-
ever, information may also be submitted by Event Captains and Committee Chairs: 
 
 Squadron Commander 
 Administrative Officer 
 Education Officer 
 
Once information has been submitted, it is reviewed and edited as necessary for correctness, completeness 
and grammar. Artwork and/or photos may be added. If edits are made, especially if they are substantive, 
they should be reviewed by the author prior to publication. Microsoft Publisher is the software used for the 
newsletter. The format is already set up. 
 
Once completed, the newsletter is saved to a PDF file for distribution. Distribution is via e-mail and the 
Webmaster will also publish it on the website. 
 
 
 
 

ALSO NEEDED 
 
We need two people now to be on the Nominating Committee.  This committee has several Bridge of-
fices to fill in the coming months and three heads are better than one to work on this!  If you have expe-
rience or an interest in education, publicity, finances or just a desire to get involved in helping our 
Squadron, please contact either Janet Bray (jbbray@charter.net/865-567-3555) or Jean Armes 
(redje1@hotmail.com/865-458-9624). 
 
 
 

CALL NOW TO VOLUNTEER — HELP KEEP OUR SQUADRON STRONG!   
 
 

 


