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Commander’s Comments                                               Cdr Janet Bray, P 

Now Hear This!  Our Website is:  WWW.KPS-SITE.ORG     

 
New Beginnings 

 
 
The very first thing I have to say is Thank You for 
entrusting me with steering our ship in the right direction.  And second, 
our previous Commander is a hard act to follow!  His monthly messag-
es were very entertaining. I will do my best to keep up the same.   
 
Let me acquaint you with your new Commander.  Both Bob and I have 
been members of the Power Squadron since 1978, first in New Jersey 
and then in Tennessee.  My introduction to boating occurred when I met 
my husband. He was a long-time boater and water skier. I was neither--
so much for being “compatible!”  Nor was I a swimmer. Gradually with 
much patience and love, he showed me the reasons he loved boating 
and eventually “won me over.”  Our first boat together was a 21-foot 
Wellcraft power boat.  We named her Summertide and used it on the 
New Jersey coast both in Barnegat Bay and off-shore.  Our second boat 
was a 21-foot sailboat and named Second Chance.  (Do you see a hid-
den meaning there?)  I was the First Mate for a little while, but our old-
est son quickly took over my job and I was “reassigned” the duties of 
purveyor of provisions, galley chef, and general clean-up along with 
“mom” chores.  Great way to encourage my interest!!  I did take a 
swimming class and was finally able to feel more comfortable both in 
the water and in the boat.  When we moved to Tennessee in 1999, we 
sold the sailboat and bought a 30-foot Cruiser Yacht.  For the 17-½ 
years we have owned her, we have enjoyed many wonderful times on 
the Tennessee River.  I am truly a convert to boating!! Of course, not 
dealing with tides and currents has helped a bit too. Throughout the 
years, we have been members of Lackawanna Sail and Power Squadron 
in New Jersey and then the Knoxville Power Squadron here in Tennes-
see; and we have held various leadership positions. 
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ELECTED NON-EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES 
 
AUDIT:    NOMINATING:    RULES: 
CHAIR:   Linda Sunstrom, S  CHAIR:  Jean Armes, AP   CHAIR: Mike McCarthy, S 
2 Year:        Vicki Smith, S  2 Year: NEED     2 Year: Bob Bray, JN    
3 Year:    Hank Davis, JN  3 Year: NEED    3 Year: Hank Davis , JN  
 
 
PORT CAPTAINS 
 
WATTS BAR LAKE: Robert McConnel, S/N     FT LOUDOUN LAKE: P/C James C. Barkley, SN     TELLICO LAKE: P/D/C Mike Scher, AP 
 
APPOINTED COMMITTEE CHAIRS and OFFICERS  
 
MEMBERSHIP      
Ed Armes, AP    
 
SAFETY    PUBLIC RELATIONS   LAW OFFICER 
P/D/C  Michael P. Scher, AP  NEED     P/C Jim Barkley, SN 
 
SQUADRON HISTORIAN  VESSEL SAFETY CHECK   PROPERTY OFFICER 
P/C Nick Tronolone, AP  P/C Chuck Smith, P     P/C Bob Bray, JN   
 
LEGISLATIVE/LIASION  ROSTER & CALLING COMMITTEE  OPERATION BOAT SMART 
P/C Chuck Smith, P   Nancy Campbell, P    Cdr Dave Roberts,  JN 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR  WEBMASTER of KPS Website (www.kps-site.org) ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATION 
Sue DePew, S   NEED     NEED    
            
ABC CLASS COORDINATOR  MERIT MARK     
Otto Schwarz, S   Jeanette Farmer, P         
     

 

 

 
Now that you know who I am, I am hoping to get to know y’all better.  There was a song I sang in Girl 
Scouts (about 100 years ago!) that said, “Make new friends, but keep the old; one is silver and the other 
gold.”  That is one of the goals of the Squadron.  We want to make new friends and keep the old ones too, 
as well as provide service to our community with Vessel Safety Checks and Public Boating Classes.  We 
want to keep our minds active with seminars and advanced classes to learn new things and refresh the old 
ones. 

 
The Knoxville Power Squadron is “a force to be reckoned with.”  Many fine members have stepped up to 
help as officers and committee chairmen for this year.  Now everyone else needs to do their part by working 
on committees, taking classes, and joining in the fun. Talk to your friends and acquaintances about us.  We 
are a great group!! 
 
This convert to boating is also a convert to the value of membership in USPS.  Let’s start out 2017 with a 
“bang.”  
 
 
 
CDR Janet Bray, P 
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Abaft Lookout:  
 

FEBRUARY BUSINESS/DINNER MEETING  
AND CHANGE OF THE WATCH CEREMONY 
 
As is typical, the Lakeside Tavern restaurant set us up in a great area over-
looking the lake and once again the meals were fantastic. We had 40 mem-
bers in attendance for the Change of Watch/business meeting and dinner. 
Our own Captain John Farmer and Ray West provided an outstanding color 
guard. 
  
District Lieutenant Commander Margaret Sherrod gave the District message 
to the Squadron and installed the 2017 Bridge.  
 
Thank you departing Bridge members for your service this past year. And also thanks to everyone who 
provided support throughout the year and helped our Squadron events be so successful !  We look for-
ward to the upcoming year full of fun and comradery !! 

 
 
 
 

KPS CONDUCTS A “SPEAKER SWAP” 
 
KPS has started a new year with a first-ever “Speaker Swap.” One of our ongo-
ing challenges has been getting our message out to the public as to who we are 
and what we do. Well, we are finally taking a step forward! 

 
Tellico Lake has a fine organization called T-BART that takes care of emer-
gencies on the water. Cdr Janet approached this group of dedicated individuals 
about providing a speaker for one of our dinner meetings. They agreed and will 
have someone speak at our March dinner meeting. 

 
In return, T-BART asked if KPS could have one of our members speak at their annual meeting which 
was on February 21.  P/C Bob Bray and SEO Lt/C John Farmer “tag teamed” to provide an overview 
of USPS and KPS including a brief history and rundown of our current events with John giving an ex-
planation and list of our courses, along with some handouts. 
 
How great is this!! Let’s see if there are other organizations that we can “swap” with.  Let’s get our 
message out! 
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What A 
Great idea! 

Currently Underway:   

Janet Bray 

2017 KPS Commander 
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MARCH DINNER/BUSINESS MEETING 
HIBACHI GRILL & SUPREME BUFFET  
MARCH 27, 2017 
 
Location:       9645 Kingston Pike Menu Features: 

   Knoxville  37922 * Asian, American, Sushi Selections 
  * Huge Dessert Bar 
Phone:            865-357-3555 
Social Hour:  1800 Hours 
Dinner: 1900 Hours 
 

If you have not already done so, please contact Bill Brumit at billbrumit@juno.com by March 24 if 
you will be attending.  You will be responsible for paying for your own bill at the restaurant (cost 
est. $11 per person, plus drink).  BYOB as the Hibachi Grill does not sell alcohol.  As mentioned 
above, our guest speaker for this dinner meeting is T-BART member Homer Yook.  You won’t 
want to miss Homer’s presentation recounting emergencies on the water to which T-BART has  
Responded.   

 
 

 

 

LOCK-THRU AND PICNIC:  SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2017 
 
If you have never been through a lock before this is your chance.    Learning 
how to go through locks will open a whole new cruising world.  You can go to 
places like Kingston, Chattanooga and beyond. Our Squadron will host its annu-
al cruise through Fort Loudoun Lock on May 6.   Following the lock-thru, we 
will have a picnic at Pavilion 1 in Lenoir City Park.   
 

Those wanting to participate in going through the lock need to meet at Pavilion 1 at 0900 Hours for a 
short presentation/briefing to teach the basics of locking through. We will provide an experienced Squad-
ron member to accompany you if you desire, or you can ride along in one of our boats. We hope to lock 
down as a group at 1000 hours (river traffic permitting). We will proceed down the river a short distance, 
turn around, and re-enter the lock chamber to return to Lenoir City Park. The picnic will begin when we 
return. Sandwiches, tableware, water and soft drinks will be provided.  
 
To make this a successful event, we need KPS volunteers to bring their boats to provide rides for those 
who cannot bring their own boat.  We also need Squadron members who are willing to ride with those 
who would like some help taking their own boats through the lock.  All Squadron members are requested 
to bring a simple dessert, pretzels or chips and dip to share.  The deadline to sign up is May 1, but signing 
up sooner is better.  We anticipate having lots of non-Squadron participants taking advantage of this edu-
cational opportunity and will therefore need lots of KPS members there to help.  Please notify Don Per-
rine at (865) 963-9550 or DAPerrine@tds.net  if you are planning to come.  Those wanting to come for 
the picnic only should arrive around 1100 Hours. 
 
For those who are interested, we will have an informal raft-off overnight May 6 in the cove in front of the 
park.   
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FORWARD LOOKOUT: 
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SUMMER CRUISE-RENDEZVOUS 
AND SOLAR ECLIPSE 
 
AUGUST 19-21, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark your calendar's now for our very special cruise and rendezvous this August.  We have 
planned our cruise to coincide with the Solar Eclipse.  Watts Bar Lake will be one of the best spots in 
the country to see this amazing event, and you will not want to miss it. 
 
We shall be staying at Terrace View Marina from Saturday, August 19, through Monday night, August 
21.  We have many things planned (including a predicted log race!) during our stay at the marina.  We 
will even be having our regular, monthly dinner meeting at Terrace View on Monday night. 
 
But, the main event will be the eclipse on Monday afternoon.  The last total solar eclipse seen in the 
contiguous states was in 1979.  And the path of totality of this eclipse will pass right over Watts Bar 
and will last for about 2-1/2 minutes.  So this is a rare and special opportunity. 
 
More details will be coming as we get closer to the event.  But please mark your calendars, make your 
slip and/or motel reservation at Terrace View (423-365-6060) and plan for a great event.  Those of you 
who may not be able to bring your own boats should plans to come also.  You won't want to miss it.  
We know the marina will be in high demand, so we encourage you to make your reservations now. 
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   Education on Deck                                         Lt/C John Farmer SN                            Squadron Education Officer 

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT CORNER  
 

 
We still need an instructor for our Seamanship Class.  I could teach it 
but getting up to speed and being an effective SEO takes a lot of time. 
The best way to thoroughly learn a subject is to teach it.  We are con-
sidering making some on-the-water training part of this course. If you 
have a smaller boat up to about 22 feet, it would be especially helpful 
for our Squadron if you teach this course.  If we use your boat for on-
the-water training, you can be covered by USPS insurance and your 
fuel cost (etc.) can be reimbursed by National. Please contact John 
Farmer, SEO, at captfarmer@navcal.com or 865-765-3407 if you are 
interested in helping our Squadron and earning a merit mark. 

 
 

In previous months, we have talked about the importance of Seamanship and Piloting. I have sent emails 
to those that I had addresses for and that national records indicate you needed either or both of these.  
These courses are the absolute minimum you should have for river navigation, unless you have other  
qualifications [see USPS Educational Notice 91 (http://www.usps.org/national/eddept/files/edn91.pdf)]. 
 
 
If you have any of these qualifications, please contact me so that we can get you proper credit on your 
records at National and make our Squadron educational records an accurate reflection of the education of 
our members. 
 
 
If you do or contemplate doing any coastal navigation or extended cruising, you should have at least 
Advanced Piloting. It is the second in the sequence of USPS courses on navigation. It continues to build 
coastal and inland navigation skills, allowing the student to take on more challenging conditions – unfa-
miliar waters, limited visibility, and extended cruises. GPS is embraced as a primary navigation tool 
while adding radar, chartplotters, and other electronic navigation tools. As with Piloting, the course in-
cludes many in-class exercises, advancing the student’s skills through hands-on practice and learning. 
Ten classes of two hours each normally are scheduled for presentation of this course. In addition the stu-
dents have seven days to complete the open book exam. Topics covered include: 
 
 
* Review of skills learned in Piloting 
* Advanced positioning techniques such as advancing a line of position 
* Other electronics: radar, depth sounders, autopilots, chartplotters, computer software, etc. 
* Hazard avoidance techniques using electronics (e.g., “keep out” zones in GPS) 
* Collision avoidance using radar and GPS 
* Working with tides: clearances, depths and the effects of current 
* Piloting with wind and currents 
* The “Seaman’s Eye” – Simple skills for checking that you are on course 
 
 
 

 

 

SEAMANSHIP 
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   Education on Deck                                         Lt/C John Farmer SN                            Squadron Education  fficer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Cummins and BAE Systems have come up with another option in the form of a hybrid power 
system. They use a smaller (under 804 Hp) engine coupled with a small generator, battery bank 
and electric motor. During very slow operation, you use the electric motor only. During normal 
operation, you use the smaller diesel and the generator charges the batteries. During maximum 
demand, you use the small diesel engine and the electric AC traction motor. As you can see this 
is a complex system, but at least it doesn’t consume urea like the other option. 
 
If you are considering new engines or a significant overhaul, now might be a good time to do it. 
If you have an older diesel, it probably depended on the sulfur content of older diesel fuels as a 
lubricant. High sulfur fuel is no longer available and you may need to add fuel additives. These 
additives are also regulated by the EPA and standards are getting tighter. Ask your most trusted 
mechanic for advice and options. So far older engines have been grandfathered per the standards 
in effect when purchased or overhauled. If you have an engine over 804 Hp, you are on your own 
and good luck. 

 

From the Water  

If you have taken one of our navigation courses recently, you know we now teach the use of 
electronics. You probably know we also cover OpenCPN (https://opencpn.org/). This is free 
chartplotting software for a PC, Mac or Linux. All you need is a laptop, the software and an 
inexpensive USB GPS receiver. Once you have OpenCPN installed, you can easily download 
the official latest Corps of Engineers ENCS (electronic navigation charts). This will give you 
free access to the latest and greatest river charts. NOAA coastal and offshore charts can also 
be downloaded free. There is currently a small problem with buoy locations. Those are con-
tained in a very large, separate Coast Guard database. Those are also available free.  But due 
to the large volume of data, you can’t see buoy data and be able to change chart area at the 
same time. On THE STAR and my boat (under construction), we use a chartplotter with buoy 
data on a narrow, detailed area with buoys and OpenCPN on a computer with AIS looking at 
a larger area. If you haven’t seen this software, go to the OpenCPN website above and check 
it out. 

Technical Corner:  EPA Tier 4 Engines  
 
Depending on the horsepower of your engines, you have to meet stricter and stricter EPA emis-
sion regulations. These apply if you purchase a new engine or do a significant overhaul to your 
current engines. This doesn’t likely apply to us, at least for now, but Tier 4 compliance for en-
gines greater that 804 Hp started January 1, 2017. Tiers 1 through 3 can be met with changes to 
the engines themselves. Tier 4 is a whole different situation. With current technology, it requires 
expensive, heavy and complex urea-based selective catalytic reduction aftertreatment. 

https://opencpn.org/
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   Education on Deck                                         Lt/C John Farmer SN                            Squadron Education Officer 

CHECK OUT  SOCIAL MEDIA CONNECTIONS 
FOR KPS ! 
 
We have a new free website courtesy of National.  Go to Goo.gl/1vn66w and let me know what 
you think. To see all of our sequenced and elective courses, go to my website navcal.com and 
click on education. If you click on an individual course, it will take you to its National website 
page and a full course description. We also now have a Squadron Facebook page at  
facebook.com/knoxvillepowersquadron.   Please “Like” our page and then use it to keep us up on 
your boating activities. We want the public to know we are about education and fun activities. 
Share these with all your boating friends to increase our public awareness. 

 

Free website from National:   
Goo.gl/1vn66w  
If you log in like you do to USPS.org, you can see courses, events, calendars, etc. 
 

Facebook Page:  
https://www.facebook.com/KnoxvillePowerSquadron/ 
 

 

 


