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Commander’s Comments                                          Cdr Dave Powers, JN 

Now Hear This!  Our Website is:  WWW.KPS-SITE.ORG     

 

All Is Lost (Robert Redford ’s worst movie ever) 
 
Our ship is sinking.  Denial will not change the facts.  Twenty 
years ago USPS had 60,000 members--today we have less than 
30,000 and are still declining at a rate of 1,000 per year.  The 
bilge is filling and nobody has found the leak. 
 
Young families are too busy to join.  This is not our fault.  By age six, many children 
are on a competitive team.  Yes Dad, your little boy is definitely the next Peyton Man-
ning.  Their coaches demand 100% commitment, no exceptions, and their parents com-
ply.  This manifests itself on the lake as Saturday looks just like the week days--too few 
boaters.  It may get a little busy on Sunday afternoon, but by Monday we “own the 
lake.”  Where are all the boaters?  Mom and Dad work Monday through Friday.  On 
Saturday, they pack up the car at zero dark thirty and drive across the state or country 
for Jr’s soccer game or little Sally’s competitive cheerleading event, returning home 
very late.  Maybe after Sunday dinner, they hit the lake in their overly mortgaged wake 
boat.  Join the Power Squadron?....pffft!....Sorry, no time!  Again not our fault. 
 
Just like it was not Redford 's fault that his vessel hit a cargo container while he was 

napping.  
 
Meanwhile, the state requires participation in a boater education class for which they 
charge.....wait for it.....zero!  They give the course away.  That, my friends, is a civic 
organization.  What alternative does the Power Squadron offer?  We have a similar and 
arguably better course called ABC.  We charge $36, sending $26 to National for a $10 
profit.  But if you bring a family member along, we charge another $10 even though we 
incur no additional cost.  Let me put this in terms any business man would understand.  
Since most of our “clients” are couples, we basically have a 77% profit margin.  Our  
by-laws call us a non-profit organization, yet still we make a 77% profit on our primary 
offering.  The state’s course is free; our ABC is $36 ($46 if your wife tags along), yet 
we can’t seem to understand why folks are not lining up to join our organization!  But 
wait!  USPS National has a solution--Charge $95 for the ABC course!  Well that makes 
sense--our only competitor is under cutting us, so let’s simply triple the price.  Bril-
liant!  This one is our fault. 
 
In the movie Redford moves in slow motion while doing many things except fixing the 
hole in his boat thus water continues to pour in.  
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ELECTED NON-EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES 
 
AUDIT:    NOMINATING:    RULES: 
CHAIR:    CHAIR:  Cindy Davis, S   CHAIR: Bill Brumit, AP 
2 Year: Dave Ogrod, P  2 Year: Maureen Hill    2 Year: Mike McCarthy, S    
3 Year: Linda Sundstrom  3 Year: Brenda Bloomfield, AP  3 Year: Bob Bray, JN   
Interim: Gary DePew 
 
PORT CAPTAINS 
 
WATTS BAR LAKE: Robert McConnel, S/N     FT LOUDOUN LAKE: P/C James C. Barkley, SN     TELLICO LAKE: P/D/C Mike Scher, AP 
 
APPOINTED COMMITTEE CHAIRS and OFFICERS  
 
MEMBERSHIP      
Ed Armes, AP    
 
SAFETY    PUBLIC RELATIONS   LAW OFFICER 
P/D/C  Michael P. Scher, AP  Ray West, AP    P/C Jim Barkley, SN 
 
SQUADRON HISTORIAN  VESSEL SAFETY CHECK   PROPERTY OFFICER 
P/C Nick Tronolone, AP  P/C Bob Bray, JN     P/C Bob Bray, JN   
 
LEGISLATIVE/LIASION  ROSTER & CALLING COMMITTEE  OPERATION BOAT SMART 
P/C Chuck Smith, P   Nancy Campbell, P    Cdr Dave Roberts,  JN 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR  WEBMASTER of KPS Website (www.kps-site.org) ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATION 
Sue DePew, S   Ken Bloomfield, AP    Esther Webster, P    
         Denise Powers, AP    
ABC CLASS COORDINATOR  MERIT MARK     
Otto Schwarz, S   Janet Bray, P         
     

 

 

Can we do anything about this?  I honestly don’t know.  Is the Power Squadron obsolete?  Maybe.  Can we save the ship?  Per-
haps, but we must first recognize those dark clouds on the horizon.   

 
Redford goes below to retrieve his rain gear only after the storm arrives and subsequently knocks himself out on a bulkhead.  
Later he awakens from his second nap with, you guessed it, another hole. 
 
The future is troubling.  Our membership is aging.  We are 116 years old--bravo for us.  The problem is we are doing things the 
same old way.  This is 2016--not 1950 and certainly not 1914.  People are not willing to pay $500 to learn celestial navigation.  
They do not have the time, the energy, or the money to spend every fourth weekend studying boating skills and socializing with 
their fellow yachtsmen.  At our current rate of decline, the US Power Squadron will collapse in several years.  Your grandchil-
dren will never be in the Squadron! 
 
If we’re going to survive, we simply must change!  Change everything.  Dues must drop drastically.  The cost of educational 
courses must be reduced--probably to zero.  That’s right, free.  Reconsider what the word “non-profit” means.  It does not matter 
what we think membership in our organization is worth.  What matters is what the next generation thinks it is worth.  Judging by 
the lack of new members, they have in fact already decided.  We’ve overvalued our assets.  Call the bankruptcy lawyers. 
 
After his boat sinks Redford, in a rubber raft, having run out of flares, lights his charts on fire as a signaling device.  He lights a 
fire on a small rubber raft.  Seriously, I cannot over emphasize how bad this movie is! 
 
If on the other hand, you simply want the Squadron to wither away until we can no longer get our walkers across the dock or see 
to drive our boats, may I suggest that we all move into the same nursing home.  That way we can at least have our meetings in 
the cafeteria. 
 
 
Dave (And again, don’t watch All Is Lost!) 
 
P.S.  We just got notice from National that dues are increasing by $2 effective December 1, 2016 
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Abaft Lookout:   
 

Ed & Jean did an awesome job again this year at our annual salmon roast!  We had another 
great turnout with 35 members and 2 guests.  We all really appreciate all the time and effort 
that Ed & Jean put into making this another great event for our Squadron. A special thanks 
goes out to Gary and Sue DePew for whipping up the perfect sauces to compliment the 
salmon.  The Dietrich’s found another great way to make us laugh and maybe get to know a 
little more about each other. Thank you for putting all that time into the creative names of 
our boats!  (See page 8 for Photo Album.) 

 

Currently Underway:   
Tanasi Lunch Raft up Oct 8th and 9th 

 
Event Captains are Ken & Brenda Bloomfield.  Arrive on October 8 at 1130 Hours  
at the Tanasi Clubhouse, 450 Clubhouse Point, Loudon (865-458-9392).  If you are 
coming by water, the Clubhouse is located on the Little Tennessee River (Tellico 
Lake), MM 5.5 (approx.).  Look for the silos.  There is a courtesy dock for smaller 
boats.  Larger boats will need to anchor at the silos and dinghy to the courtesy 
dock.  We will order from a limited lunch menu (see page 5). Tax plus a 20%  
gratuity will be added to each individual ticket.  Pitchers of beer are offered for  
$5/pitcher.  Those interested will raft up after lunch at Power Line Cove (MM 5.5). 

 
If you wish to raft up Friday night, October 7, we will boat pool to Tanasi for lunch on Saturday.  Use channel 
72 to communicate. Friday night you are on your own for dinner. 
 
Saturday Night Raft Up:  Dinner will be provided by Tellico Lady (Ken & Brenda Bloomfield), consisting of 
wings & things, meatballs, pasta salad, and dessert.  BYOB.   Dinner will be served aboard Dream Weaver or  
Sea-duction, followed by a "quiz wow" and a short movie entitled, "How Not to Raft-Up". 
 
Please let Brenda know by October 1 if you will be attending the Friday night raft-up, lunch at Tanasi, and the din-
ner at the raft-up on Saturday night.  Brenda's phone numbers are 865-548-7845 (cell) or 865-233-3845 (home) or 
email at canucktn@bellsouth.net. 
 
 

October Dinner /Business Meeting 
The October dinner meeting will be held at Chuy’s (Tex/Mex) on October 24. 
Social hour will begin at 1800 Hours with dinner at 1900 Hours.   The restaurant 
is located at 9235 Kingstone Pike, Knoxville.  You will be ordering off an open 
menu and paying for your meal and drinks on your own. You can go to their web-
site to view a menu at www.chuys.com. Chuy’s has become a popular place in 
Knoxville for their Tex/Mex fare and fun atmosphere.  Please inform Esther via 
email if you will attend by October 19  (ejwebster9396@gmail.com). 
 
The dinner speaker will be Harbor Master Doug Phillips from Caney Creek  
Marina.   Doug will be discussing general management and operations of a  
marina on the Tennessee River, complying with Federal and local laws, gas sup-
ply, marina structures, and running a seasonal business.  He will share his views 
on how we can be better tenants and customers during our time at any marina. 
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  Come by land or by water ! 

Chuy’s 

http://www.chuys.com
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November Dinner/Business Meeting 
Our November dinner/business meeting will be held at Country Kinfolk in Lenoir City on 
November 14.   Social hour will begin at 1800 Hours with dinner at 1900 Hours.  You can bring 
your own beer and wine.  The address is 270 Hickman Street, Lenoir City. 
 
Menu Items include: Pork Loin, Pork Chop or Meat Loaf with Vegetable Sides and Rolls for  
$22 a person. This will be set up buffet style. 
 
Denise has scheduled Michael Swink, a fellow boat owner at Tellico Marina, as the guest speak-

er.  He works for a large national company in the field of industrial construction.  Mike will 

share the history of dam construction, hydroelectricity and current issues facing our area dams. 
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FORWARD Lookout:   
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TANASI BAR & GRILL 
 

Limited Lunch Menu 
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   Technical Library                                                                                                        Ken Bloomfield, Webmaster 

Splicing your anchor chain 
 

There are a host of opinions on anchoring techniques and the tackle that 
one likes to use and recommend.  This subject is almost as volatile as 
politics among boaters, and this article is not intended to sway any opin-
ions!  However, it may be of use to boaters who have already made their 
mind up that they like and want to use an all-chain rode but find their 
boat does not have as much chain-rode as they would like to  have.   

 

One problem you may run into is that most delivery services will only take a shipment 
weight of 150 lbs. maximum (e.g., FedEx and UPS).  And if you want 250 feet of all 
chain 5/16” rode (as an example), then you are looking at an anchor chain weight of 
about 275 lbs. which cannot be shipped by these methods, and is a weight difficult to 
handle.  

 

One solution is to buy the chain in two 125-foot segments and join them.  
However, the join must be able to fit and be handled properly by the 
“wildcat gypsy” on the windlass.  This means that typical large links can not 
be used.  There is a solution, however, that only marginally reduces the 
breaking strength and the working load of chain and that will work fine in 
the gypsy--that is the two-segment chain link. 

 

This is a photo of this kind of chain link.  Each link is made up of the two 
identical halves, and these have pins and holes in each.  The pins  
of one half-segment fits into the holes of the mirror image segment, and 
these are then peened over with a ball-peen hammer after joining the two 
segments of chain.  This results in a chain link that has the same dimensions 
as the native links in the anchor chain, and thus solves the problem of fitting 
into the windlass gypsy. 

 

Here are some examples of Working Load Limits (WLL) for these links and a copy of a table of anchor 
line loads showing ABYC calculated loads and their included safety factor versus measured loads: 

Size        WLL  
1/4   1,300   
5/16  1,900   
3/8   2,650   
1/2   4,500   
5/8   10,000  

 



 

  Administrative Officer Report                    Lt/C Linda Sundstrom  
 

 

Now Hear This!             Page 7 

   Technical Library                                                                                                     Ken Bloomfield, NHT Webmaster  

 

 

 

   Technical Library                                                                                                        Ken Bloomfield, Webmaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nominating Committee  Special Report                                                            Cynthia Davis/Brenda Bloomfield 

 

SPECIAL REPORT 
 

 
The Nominating Committee has been hard at work for several weeks now and we have both good news and bad 
news to report.   
 
The good news is that we have many many fine returning and new nominees to lead the Knoxville Power  
Squadron into 2017.  The bad news is we have officer positions open with no nominations for Commander,  
Administrative Officer, and Squadron Education Officer.  Also needed are one position for the Nominating  
Committee and one position for the Public Relations Committee.    
 
All of our Officers have done an exemplary job this year. We now need support from our active membership to 
come forward and volunteer in order to meet these critical needs for our Squadron.  Think about teaming up with 
someone to share the responsibilities of an office of interest to you.  We already have two couples who have volun-
teered to Captain events with the Administrative Officer overseeing their efforts to make these events a suc-
cess!  Participating in a leadership role under the oversight of an Officer is a good way for our members to "learn the 
ropes" before jumping into Bridge or Executive Committee positions. 
 
Please contact Cindy Davis or Brenda Bloomfield to let them know how you will contribute in 2017 to 

Saving Our Squadron ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Cindy Davis:            Phone: 865-670-3698 
                                 Email: cinthiasdavis@gmail.com 
 
Brenda Bloomfield: Phone: 865-233-3845 
                                 Email: canucktn@bellsouth.net 

  WE 
NEED 
YOU!! 

tel:865-670-3698
mailto:cinthiasdavis@gmail.com
tel:865-233-3845
mailto:canucktn@bellsouth.net
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                                                                      Salmon Roast Photo Album 

 

    PHOTO ALBUM 
Annual SALMON ROAST 

 
 

 


