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Commander’s Comments                                               Cdr Janet Bray, P 

Now Hear This!  Our Website is:  www.kps-site.org      

Rah Rah Sis Boom Bah!  
 
Are you ready? Are you ready for some 
football? Are you ready for fall celebra-
tions, colorful mums, cooler weather? Are 
you ready for the beginning of the inevita-

ble countdown to the upcoming “Holiday Season”? It’s coming!!!  September 
is the start of the orange, rust, brown and yellow colors. It is also the time 
when we start counting down the days to the end of our boating weather for 
2017. How sad! Let’s make the most of what is left. Many of us have just re-
turned from several days downriver on our KPS Eclipse Cruise (page 7). 
What a great trip! We had 18 boats full of merry members and guests enjoy-
ing 3 or more days of absolutely beautiful weather, challenging games, deli-
cious food and lots of storytelling and interaction. Thank you Tom and Mar-
beth for an outstanding event! You have made this week the trip of the year!  
 
 Our next “on the water” or land event is our Salmon Roast. Come by 
land or by sea and enjoy the excellent food and camaraderie. September and 
October are two of the best months to go boating. Much of the boat traffic is 
gone since the kids are back in school and the weather is not so hot and hu-
mid. How about a raft-up? Call our AO, Bill Brumit, if you would like to cap-
tain an impromptu raft-up. All we need is a location, date and time and an 
anchor boat. The rest is whatever you want it to be. 

 
 Our Squadron’s good news at the moment is that we have one and 
possibly 2 new VSC inspectors which will bring our group up to 4 or 5. 
Yeah! Ed and Jean Armes and my husband, Bob, and I attended the Lake Ori-
entation meeting at Tellico Village a week or so ago. We were able to get a 
couple of new folks for VSC and a couple of folks who are very interested in 
our squadron. Maybe this will mean some new members! 

 
 
 
 
 

Vol. 29, No. 8                                       September 2017 

(Commander’s Report Continued on  page 2) 

 



 

ELECTED NON-EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES 
 
AUDIT:    NOMINATING:    RULES: 
CHAIR:   Linda Sundstrom, S  CHAIR:  Jean Armes, AP   CHAIR: Mike McCarthy, S 
2 Year:        Vicki Smith, S  2 Year: NEED     2 Year: Bob Bray, JN    
3 Year:   Hank Davis, JN  3 Year: NEED    3 Year: Hank Davis , JN  
 
 
PORT CAPTAINS 
 
WATTS BAR LAKE: Robert McConnel, S/N     FT LOUDOUN LAKE: P/C James C. Barkley, SN     TELLICO LAKE: P/D/C Mike Scher, AP 
 
APPOINTED COMMITTEE CHAIRS and OFFICERS  
 
MEMBERSHIP   EDUCATION 
Ed Armes, AP   Capt John Farmer 
    captfarmer@navcal.com      
 
SAFETY    PUBLIC RELATIONS   LAW OFFICER 
P/D/C  Michael P. Scher, AP  NEED     P/C Jim Barkley, SN 
 
SQUADRON HISTORIAN  VESSEL SAFETY CHECK   PROPERTY OFFICER 
P/C Nick Tronolone, AP  P/C Chuck Smith, P     P/C Bob Bray, JN   
 
LEGISLATIVE/LIASION  ROSTER & CALLING COMMITTEE  OPERATION BOAT SMART 
P/C Chuck Smith, P   Nancy Campbell, P    Cdr Dave Roberts,  JN 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR  WEBMASTER of KPS Website (www.kps-site.org) ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATION 
Sue DePew, S, Mike McCarthy, S Ed Armes, AP    NEED    
            
ABC CLASS COORDINATOR  MERIT MARK     
Otto Schwarz, S   Jeanette Farmer, P         
     

 

 

 

 September also means that we have very little time left to finalize plans for the rest of this year and 
for the start of next year. There are only 2 Bridge meetings left (Oct and Nov). Our SEO, John Farmer, is 
setting dates for next year’s ABC classes and will have 3 classes planned with 3 different locations at dif-
ferent times. This will allow everyone to plan ahead, but we still need members who would be willing to 
become instructors. We also started a calendar of events for 2018. It will include our “Dock and Dine” 
dates and our normal restaurant meeting dates with possible speakers. We will be asking for input from all 
of you as to when you want a downriver cruise next year and if you want another salmon roast or maybe try 
a fish fry. Please fill out and return the survey on the last page of NHT.  Please, please, please answer it and 
give us your feedback!   
 
 I vowed to keep this message short after I bored y’all to death last month, so I will come to a close. 
Hey! Enjoy the rest of the season with your boats! After all, we are the Knoxville Power Squadron and we 
are America’s Boating Club!!! 
 
 Janet 
 
PS Please take note of the District 
Flyer on page 5 
 
 
 
KPS Mission Statement:  “As America’s Boating Club, our vision is to enhance safety and en-

joyment for the local boating community through formal and informal 
education, social enjoyment and sharing of knowledge”.  
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   Wow! What a great weekend we had at Terrace View Marina. Tom and Marbeth did an outstanding job 
putting all this together. Kudos also to many volunteers as well as the Terrace View “Family” staff who 
worked diligently to see to all our needs. The main event “Eclipse”, I must say, was one of the most spec-
tacular sights I have ever seen in my lifetime. So glad we went down to the center of totality! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
     Our September Dock & Dine is on Saturday Sept. 23rd next to Ft. Loudon Marina at Lenoir City Park. 
Chefs Ed and Jean Armes will show off their grilling expertise with fresh grilled Salmon. Everyone please 
bring a side dish to share. KPS will furnish the fish, all plates and utensils, water and tea. BYOB or any 
other beverages you may want. We plan to gather around 3pm and serve an early dinner at 4pm (1600hrs 
for you formals). This early dinner will give boaters time to get home before dark. We have pavilion #1 re-
served for the entire day so come anytime and enjoy the day by the water. It is a UT home game vs. UMass 
so, Vol fans, we can catch that on the radio. (time is TBA). There is a small dock at the park very near the 
pavilion or boaters can take a transient slip at the marina and have a short walk over. Contact Ft. Loudon 
Marina for slip reservations. We need a head count for the fish so please RSVP BillBrumit@Juno.com   
by Sept. 19th! 

 
 
 
 

 
     October 6-8 District 17 Fall Conference- Johnson City Sail and Power Squadron is hosting the D17 
Fall Conference at the Johnson City Holiday Inn. Activities are just being put together; see flyer on page 9.  
For updates and info go to: 
                                               TriCitiesBoating.org    
 
     October 14 Scavenger Hunt and Poker Run- Kim and I will be at the Annapolis Boat Show that 
weekend. Anyone who would like to captain this event, please contact me ASAP. 
 
     October 21 A Dock & Dine is in the works. This is a big UT away game vs. Alabama and suggestions 
are to meet where those interested can watch the game. A cookout or Restaurant? Concord Yacht Club has 
a regatta and party that day so they can’t handle us. Any suggestions please email me at:  
 BillBrumit@Juno.com.  More info will be in October NHT. 
 
     October 23 Dinner meeting with speaker is being planned. 
 
     November 18- A Chili Cookoff is noted on our event calendar. Anyone with a great recipe out there? 
Want to enter it for a great big prize? Let me know ASAP so we can start putting this together. This is a big 
UT home game vs. LSU so we may alter the date or, if people want, we can have this in October. 

  Administrative Officer Report                                                           Lt/C Bill Brumit  
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   Technical Library                                                                                                     Ken Bloomfield, NHT Webmaster  

 

 

 

   Technical Library                                                                                                        Ken Bloomfield, Webmaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Education on Deck                                         Lt/C John Farmer SN                            Squadron Education Officer 

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT CORNER 
 
 
 Reminder that our next ABC course will be at the Louisville City Hall building at 3623 Louisville 
Rd, Louisville, TN on Tuesdays and Thursdays 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. August 29th trough September 7th. Notic-
es have been mailed out by several marinas. Please let any potential students know about this opportunity. 
So far we have 16 preregistered students. Chuck and Tom are going to help with this course. My sincere 
thanks to both. 
 
 The free boat design and fiber glassing seminar is now tentatively scheduled for 
 Saturday, October 21 at: 
   Machine Works of East Tennessee, 
   2237 Big Springs Road 
   Maryville, TN 37801.  
 
 We will provide full information next month. 
 
 
 

Technical Corner  
 
“By Jonathan Saul LONDON, Aug 7 (Reuters) – The risk of cyber attacks targeting ships’ satellite navi-
gation is pushing nations to delve back through history and develop back-up systems with roots in World 
War Two radio technology. 
Ships use GPS (Global Positioning System) and other similar devices that rely on sending and receiving 
satellite signals, which many experts say are vulnerable to jamming by hackers. 
About 90 percent of world trade is transported by sea and the stakes are high in increasingly crowded 
shipping lanes. Unlike aircraft, ships lack a back-up navigation system and if their GPS ceases to function, 
they risk running aground or colliding with other vessels. 
South Korea is developing an alternative system using an earth-based navigation technology known 
as eLoran, while the United States is planning to follow suit. Britain and Russia have also explored adopt-
ing versions of the technology, that works using radio signals.” 
 
Ships can obviously still use celestial sights as taught in JN and N and that is still a part of the require-
ments for an Unlimited Ocean Masters license. Due to the increased speed and number of ships celestial 
augmented with radar is still not enough for the level of safety needed today. For inland navigation we 
have physical buoys on paper charts and mile boards on daymarks as our backup. Maybe I should have 
kept my Loran and radio beacon receivers after all. 
 
 
                          
 
 
                         Sine wave:                                                             

 

http://gcaptain.com/tag/eloran/
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Despite Lock timing uncer-
tainty from last minute girder 
removal, 18 boats congregat-
ed at Terrace View Marina 
for our Eclipse Cruise.  We 
represented KPS well as we 
ate together, laughed togeth-
er, played games together, 
and viewed the spectacular 
solar eclipse in a cloudless 
sky. 
 
Terrace View welcomed us with open arms and treated us as family.  
The owner's seven children pumped our gas, delivered our ice, and 
waited on us in the restaurant.......always with broad smiles and 
cheerful words.  They won ALL our hearts. 
 
 
 
 

 
People arrived throughout the day on Saturday in time for a cocktail party on the pool deck followed by 
dinner in the restaurant.  A few brave soles entertained us after dinner singing with the karaoke machine.   

 

Eclipse Cruise 

   Tom & Marbeth Dietric                                                  Cruise Captains 
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Sunday was full of activity with a brunch, a trivia contest, a predicted log contest and a hot dog supper.  
The ladies defeated the men in trivia and can enjoy bragging rights at least until our next competition.  
 
    The predicted log was a great success with 8 boats participating.  Winners were:  Bob Bray on "Sweet 
Reward" in 3rd place, Dan Webster on "Neptune's Reward" in second, while Chuck Smith grabbed the 1st 
place trophy on "Happy Ours". 

 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                            Eclipse Cruise 
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   Technical Library                                                                                                        Ken Bloomfield, Webmaster 

 

 

 

Monday before leaving for the eclipse, a hotly contested corn hole tournament was held.  12 teams vied for 
the honor of being crowned champions.  In the final game Ed Arms and Janet Bray squeaked out a victory 
over Cheryl and Rand Henke.  The Henkes were poised to win until Ed's final toss sailed through the corn 
hole giving them a 1 point victory. 

 
Mike Scher generously invited participants to ride on his beautiful boat "Sea-Duction" to watch the eclipse.  
About 30 people rode with Mike to the center line of the eclipse's path.  Others, with family and friends vis-
iting, cruised in their own boats.  The spectacular event was better than any of us had imagined! 
 

 
 

                                                                                            Eclipse Cruise 
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   Technical Library                                                                                                     Ken Bloomfield, NHT Webmaster  

 

 

 

   Technical Library                                                                                                        Ken Bloomfield, Webmaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Tom & Marbeth Dietric                                                  Cruise Captains 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Diamond 
Ring” above 
was winning 
answer to the 
Trivia Quiz. 
 
More photos 
curtesy of  
Ester Webster 
at: 
 

https://goo.gl/
photos/Nob4kcnUMSacBmwTA 
 

Our farewell dinner on Sunday night was also our regular monthly meeting.  Janet Bray chaired the meet-
ing, and the awarding of prizes for the cruise events followed the meeting.  Our thanks go to all the partici-
pants for making this such a fun and successful event. 

 
  Tuesday returning through Ft Loudoun lock.  
Thanks lockmaster! 

 

https://goo.gl/photos/Nob4kcnUMSacBmwTA
https://goo.gl/photos/Nob4kcnUMSacBmwTA
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District 17                                                                Meeting Notice  



 

KPS  Survey  2018 Activities 
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KPS Survey 
 

KPS Members, we need your help. We are finishing our 2018 calendar and need your input! 
 
1. 2018-Downriver Cruise 
 Where? 
 When-June/July/August/September? 
 How long? 
 
2. Salmon Roast-switch to Fish Fry or keep Salmon? Switch to August if downriver in Sept? 
 
 
3. Downtown Knoxville Cruise 
 When and how long? **Not during late August thru Dec due to football. 
 
 
4. Raft-ups 
 Locations? 
 Themes? 
 Scheduled or impromptu? 
 
 
5. Would you attend D17 Spring Conference in downtown Knoxville April 6-8, 2018? 
 Stay at hotel or go home Fri and Sat nights? 
 
 
6. Any other suggestions or ideas? 
 
 
 

Send your reply to jbbray@charter.net. 
 
All our events could be great if we get your ideas and plan ahead. 
 
REPLY! REPLY! REPLY!   
 
Janet 

mailto:jbbray@charter.net

