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  Now Hear This!     Our Website is:  www.kps-site.org    

 

   Howdy Folks 

 I would like to welcome our five new members that joined in April:  Don 

Butler, Walt and Robin Hanson, and Ron and Kim Hill.  I am glad to have you 

aboard and hope you enjoy many years of  beneficial membership.  Don works 

as the manager to the West Marine store.  He and his his crew gave a great 

presentation on hand held radios at the Concord Yacht Club dinner.  The next 

time you go into West Marine please say hello to Don. 

 Tellico Marina is having an On the Water boat show June 2 from 11AM 

– 4PM.  America’s Boating Club – Knoxville  will have a tent set up to advertise 

the club and to offer Vessel Safety checks.  Bob Mattison and John Farmer will 

be manning the tent, but they could use some help.  If you are not going to Ter-

race View please consider supporting the club by donating some time to help 

man the booth.  Please call either Bob or John so they can coordinate the times. 

Have you ever seen a boat running 

with the American flag flying from the 

bow staff?  Is this proper?  The proper 

displaying of nautical flags is based on 

standing traditions dating back 300 

years.   
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Now Hear This! 
THE NEWSLETTER OF 

 

AMERICA’S BOATING CLUB - KNOXVILLE 
 

A Unit of District 17 of the United States Power Squadrons 
Sail and Power Boating 

        (Wrong) 
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ELECTED NON-EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES 

 

 

 

 On power boats like ours, the United States flag should be flown on the center stern staff.  It can be 

offset to the starboard side if it cannot be flown in the center.  This flag can only be flown from 8:00AM to 

sunset.  The American’s Boating Club ensign should be flown on the starboard yard arm or some starboard mid 

ship staff.    It can be flown day and night in this position.  If the US flag is not flown the ABC ensign can be 

flown in its place.  When flown here it can only fly from 8AM to sunset.  The Knoxville                             

Burgee is flown on the bow staff and can be flown night and day. 

      Tom 

(Commander’s Report Continued from page 2) 
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MEMBERSHIP 
Bill Brumit,  AP 

EDUCATION 
SEO:    Lt/C Donald A. Perrine,  

Asst. SEO  Capt John Farmer, AP 

LAW OFFICER 
P/C Jim Barkley, SN 

SAFETY 
P/D/C  Michael P. Scher, AP 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Capt. John Farmer 

PROPERTY OFFICER 
P/C Bob Bray, JN 

SQUADRON HISTORIAN 
P/C Bob Bray 

VESSEL SAFETY CHECK 
P/C Chuck Smith, P 

OPERATION BOAT SMART 
Cdr Dave Roberts 

LEGISLATIVE LIASION 
P/C Chuck Smith, P 

ROSTER & CALLING COMMITTEE 
Linda Sunstrum 

ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATION 

Jean Armes 

ABC CLASS COORDINATOR 
Capt John Farmer, SN 

MERIT MARK 
Jeanette Farmer, P 
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Josh Kaczmarczvk 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Mike McCarthy, S 

 

AUDIT: 
CHAIR:  Tom Sundstrom 
2 Year:    John Richardson 
3 Year:    Barbara Richardson 

NOMINATING: 
CHAIR:  Charlene Ellis 
2 Year:    Dan Johnson 
3 Year:    Chris Johnson 

RULES: 

CHAIR:   Hank Davis, JN 
2 Year:     Wayne Baker 
3 Year:     Jean Armes 

PORT CAPTAIN: WATTS BAR LAKE 

Robert McConnel, SN 
PORT CAPTAIN: FT LOUDOUN  LAKE 

P/C James C. Barkley, SN 
PORT CAPTAIN: TELLICO LAKE 

Mike Scher, AP 

( OK if this is a fishing vessel and a stern 
staff would interfere with fishing) 

        (Correct) 
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 Administrative Report:                                                       Event Captain:  Don Perrine 

    

 Abaft Lookout:  
 

Rossini Festival Cruise Report 
Don Perrine 

 
 The event started Thursday afternoon, April 11,  with a cruise to Perrine’s for a cocktail gathering and pot 

luck dinner – no matter what folks bring, it always works out great. Attending were the Birdwells, Dietrichs, Hen-

kes, Schwarzs and Perrines. Friday morning began with a pot luck brunch, complete with coffee and Baileys, 

thanks to the Henkes. Then, four boats left for Knoxville Friday afternoon.  

 Friday night dinner was at Calhoun’s on the River. Saturday morning’s planned breakfast on the dock was 

washed out by the rain, which stopped shortly after deciding to cancel our group breakfast. The festival itself was 

its usual interesting event with lots of vendors of crafts and food, along with five stages for varied musical perfor-

mances – and amazingly, the weather cooperated!  

 The next event was the award winning musical, and spoof of Camelot, Spamalot at the Tennessee Theater. 

It indeed was hilarious, and it might have been nicknamed “Laughalot”.  Dinner followed at Chesapeake’s down-

town with a few additional friends that came by car.  

 Sunday was interesting due to the apocalyptic forecast.  Fortunately, the weather only amounted to some 

rain early, then strong winds during the rest of the day.  Below are the Henkes on Cheryl Ann running against the 

wind before it really kicked up.  Still, it’s all part of the fun of boating.  

 

  For anyone who missed this event, it is something worth considering for next year.  

 



 

 

Abaft Lookout continued 

 
ABC3 Class Summary 

 
 America’s Boating Club-Knoxville held an ABC3 Boating Class (three 2-hour sessions) 23, 25 and 

30 April 2019 with a 6-hour on-water session 27 April.  Fourteen students were issued books and given read-

ing assignments in advance. During the class sessions, the chapter review questions were asked and dis-

cussed with students instead of the traditional PowerPoint material presentations. The Tennessee State spe-

cific material was presented using the traditional PowerPoint slides. The students were shown the Boat Han-

dling Course videos on docking and undocking. There were given a paper chart (Fishing Map) extract and an 

OpenCPH screen dump of the area (11 x 17”) and shown OpenCPN in class. Eighteen students and four in-

structors participated in the on-the-water session. A navigator was assigned to follow the position of each 

boat on a “Fishing Map”. We covered docking, undocking, rules examples (crossing, passing etc.), ATONs, 

chart reading, visual distress signals and anchoring. 

 The approach we tried of assigning required reading prior to each class, plus the on-the-water ses-

sion, were an experiment in continuous improvement, based on previous course observations of students’ 

performance and interests. Also, prior in-class and post-course surveys reinforced strong interest in the on-

the-water session. We’ll process the evaluation forms received at the end of this course to make further im-

provements. The objectives for guiding improvement options are: 

Students to become safe and confident boaters by learning the material presented in the ABC book 

chapters 1-4 and using the accompanying slides as needed; and  

Students to assimilate the didactic learning while expanding their knowledge with the on-the-water 

applied training.   

 In summary, students who complete the course and pass the exam receive not only the benefits of 

certification by ABC and the state of Tennessee, if needed, but they are better prepared to experience safer 

and more enjoyable boating. 

 We build on the ABC course experience by inviting them to participate in other events, such as the 

lock-through course we offer later this month. This event enables them to expand their world of boating. We 

also invite them to join us at one of our monthly dinners to get to know other members and discover that 

we’re an organization that would be worth joining.  More on the course on page 14 and a link to WBIR inter-

view with our own Don Perrine.   On-the-water photos follow. 
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Administrative Report   Event Captains: D. Perrine/J. Farmer/Ed Armes/Chuck Smith 



 

 

On-the-water training 
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Administrative Report                                                  Lt/C Ed Armes AP 

  Photos Courtesy of Chuck Smith 



 

 

Abaft Lookout continued 

 
           

 Members of Americas Boating Club-Knoxville met at Concord Yacht 

Club on Monday 22, 2019 for their monthly dinner meeting. The evening began 

with a happy hour meet & greet time after which a shrimp boil dinner provided 

& prepared by The Shrimp Dock in Bearden was enjoyed by all present. Our thanks to the The Shrimp 

Dock for the great meal. 

 During a short business meeting after our meal, Commander Tom Dietrich led our newest member 

Donald Butler- along with all members-in the swearing in pledge. Tom then called on our  event coordina-

tors to report on the many outstanding activities in the coming weeks including:  

 Ira Edidin on a lock-thru, picnic the weekend of May 18, 

 Bill Brumit on the dock & dine at Tellico Yacht Club on May 25.  

 Beth Fendley on the downriver cruise to Terrace View May 30 thru June 2 

 Chuck Smith on the extended cruise from Terrace View Marina to Joe Wheeler State Park Marina 

June 2 for 12 days. See details of each in the following pages. 

 After enjoying the bountiful shrimp boil and the brief meeting,  our newest squadron member Donald 

Butler and his friend and co-worker Bill Schafer, both representing West Marine in Knoxville, gave a very 

informative talk on the different features of handheld radios available at their store.  Their presentation con-

cluded  with a question & answer period.  Thanks to both Don, Bill, and to West Marine for the enjoyable 

presentation and  the handouts furnished. 

 Our many thanks to Janet & Bob Bray for taking care of the planning for this event and to Jim Bar-

kley for taking care of the reservation with Concord Yacht Club. Our events would not be possible without 

the planning & work involved from our fellow members who volunteer their time & energies. 
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Administrative Report                                                  Lt/C Ed Armes AP 



 

 

Currently Underway 
 

America’s Boating Club – Knoxville 
 

May 2    Boat Handling Final Exam: attendance required Thursday May 2nd 

 

May 18   Lock-Thru & Picnic (See Page 8) 

   Meet at Park at 9 AM,  10AM – Lock-thru,  ~ 1pm – Picnic (hamburgers & hot dogs). 

    Pavillion 1 at Lenoir City Park (next to Ft Loudon Marina) 

If you are going to the lock through and or if you are willing to use your boat please 

let Ira Edidin know at: (865) 980-2840 iedidin@hotmail.com  

 

May 25   Dock & Dine.  Tellico Village Yacht Club. This event is BYOB at the docks ONLY! 

Inside the restaurant we must purchase refreshments from them. We will meet 6pm 

either at the transient dock (directly behind the building, first finger as you come in 

from the river) OR the patio just outside the downstairs dining room. If weather is 

sloppy, we will move into the downstairs dining room. Come by car or boat! This will 

be an order off the menu, pay there event. Please RSVP to BillBrumit@Juno.com  by 

Wed. 5/22 for seating.  Bob Mattison will entertain us with a very important topic. 

  

May 30 – June 2  Cruise to Terrace View Marina (see page 9-10) 

We will make slip reservations from the boat count.  We will need the following: Boat 

name, Boat length, Electric power required, and number of total persons on the boat. 

Send to: elizabethfendley@yahoo.com  

 

June 2—14ish Followed by The Down River Cruise that begins from Terrace View on Sunday June 

2nd and will last 12 to 14 days.  Stops to include Chattanooga, Nickajack Dam, Scotts-

boro, Al, Guntersville, Al, Huntsville City Marina, and 3 nights at Joe Wheeler State 

Park near Rogersville, Al.  email Chuck or Vickie Smith   931-260-9114   or 

cqguy@hotmail.com   (more on page 11) 
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Administrative Report                                                  Lt/C Ed Armes AP 
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Currently Underway  
 

May 18 Lock-Thru & Picnic at Lenoir City Pavilion 
 
Mark your calendars now for our May 18 lock thru & picnic. This event will be held at Lenoir 

City park, Pavillion 1.  Several of our members have stepped up to volunteer doing the instructional 

talk on locking thru and handling the actual lock thru itself.  The lock thru activities will be followed 

by a picnic style lunch of hamburgers & hot dogs. 

Please plan on attending this boating event to support our volunteers & demonstrate the ABC-

Knoxville's interest in educating the public on boating safety to those signed up to attend.  

Meet at Pavillion 1 in Lenoir City Park (next to Ft Loudon Marina) at 9 AM for briefing on  

order and radio procedures.  10 AM – Lock-thru,  ~ 1pm – Picnic (hamburgers & hot dogs). 

     

Now Hear This!             Page 8 

 

  Administrative Report                             Lt/C Ed Armes, AP 

 If you are going to the lock through and or if 
you are willing to use your boat please let  
 Ira Edidin know at: (865) 980-2840    
                                          or                             
              iedidin@hotmail.com  

mailto:iedidin@hotmail.com


 

 

Sign-Up Sheet 
Terrace View Cruise – May 30th – June 2nd 

(Sign-up deadline is May 14th)  

Lots of fun, sun at poolside and events planned!! 
Just print out this form and fill in the appropriate events you want to attend.  

Mail your completed form and check made payable to the Knoxville Power Squadron to: 
 

Beth Fendley 
414 River Road 

Loudon,TN 37774  
 
 

 
 

Name: _______________________________________________  Total  Check: 
$_________________ 

Phone No:___________________________________________________ 

E-Mail: _____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Date Event 
 Will You 

Attend? 

If Yes, How 
Many 

Cost 
 

Thursday, May 30th 

Early evening arrival at Terrace View Mari-
na 

Grilled Hot Dogs provided – Bring Dish to 
Share 

□ Yes □ No   N/A 

Friday, May 31st 
Dinner: Assorted Sandwich Buffet with 
Fruit and Vegetable Trays 

□ Yes □ No   
$15.00 per 
person 

Saturday, June 1st Breakfast Casserole, Juice, Coffee 
  

□ Yes □ No   
$12.00 
per person 

Saturday, June 1st 
Dinner: 2 Meats, 2 Sides, Salad and 1 Des-
sert 

□ Yes □ No   
$19.00 per 
person 

Sunday, June 1st Breakfast Casserole, Juice, Coffee □ Yes □ No   
$12.00 per 
person 

All Food Offered for 
Event 

2 Breakfasts, 2 Dinners 

  

□ Yes □ No 

  

  

  
$45.00 per 
person 
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  Administrative Report                           Event Captains:  Beth and Ed Fendly 



 

 

If you need a motel room for the event, please contact Terrace View Marina directly at 423-365-6060 

to make your reservation.  

Beth Fendley must have your Food Choice information with a check by May 14th.  

Slip reservations must be made by May 20th.  

Please contact Ed Fendley 865-604-6671 or Beth Fendley 865- 384-1233 or 

 Elizabethfendley@yahoo.com with the following information: 

 

Your Name,  

Boat Name,  

Length of Boat,  

Amps Needed,  

Number of Passengers. 

 

 

Join us! 
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  Administrative Report                           Event Captains:  Beth and Ed Fendly 
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FORWARD LOOKOUT  

ABC-Knoxville Cruise Announcement  

 

The Tennessee River cruise is right around the corner. . . .time to make your plans.  

The cruise will immediately follow  our annual Watts Bar Lake Event at Terrace View Mari-

na scheduled for May 31, June 1 and 2. The Down River cruise would begin from there 

Sunday June 2
nd

 and will last  12 to 14 days.  Stops to include Chattanooga,  Nickajack 

Dam,   Scottsboro, Al, Guntersville, Al,  Huntsville City Marina, and 3 nights at Joe Wheeler 

State Park near Rogersville, Al.  Cruise includes the beautiful gorge cut from Chattanooga 

to Hales Bar. The plan accommodates boats of varying cruise speeds and allows for indi-

vidual stops and choices.  Most of the stops don’t require overnight slip reservations. It is 

first come -first serve even at Joe Wheeler Park. The exception is downtown Chattanooga. 

Erwin marine has dockage with power and water along the river front. Reservations 

need to be made using the www.dockwa.com reservation internet site or by calling 

Jill at 423-266-1316. Plan to attend our Watts Bar event for sure and consider going  on to 

cruise the beautiful Tennessee River. More details and a cruise plan is available on our 

website  www.americasboatingclub-knoxville.org.  We need to get a boat count soon. 

Please call Chuck Smith if you are planning to participate in all or any of this cruise. For 

questions about stops, locks, marinas, etc. call or email Chuck or Vickie Smith   at          

931-260-9114   cqguy@hotmail.com  
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  Tennessee River Cruise                                   Event Captains  P/C Charles & VickieSmith  
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FORWARD LOOKOUT  
2019 ANNUAL WINNERY DINNER EVENT 

 
The eagerly awaited winery dinner will be  
Monday, July 22 at the Tennessee Winery 
On Hotchkiss Road, Loudon. TN. 
We will meet at 6:00 PM for a social hour with wine tasting and a french themed dinner at 7:00 
PM.  As always, guests are welcome at our events at the same price. 
 
 
MENU: 
Starters - mini quiches w/cherry tomatoes 
Entree    - coq au vin 
Sides.     - Ratatouille  & baby potatoes 
Dessert. - Mini coconut cheesecake bites 
Dinners include french bread. Those attending will get 2 complimentary glasses of wine with dinner. 
Anyone wishing to purchase wine that evening will receive a discount . 
 
This is a prepaid event at the cost of $25.00 per person. All paid reservations must be made by July 
15. Send checks made out to Knoxville Power Squadron to: 
 
Jean Armes 
508 Engel Rd 
Loudon, Tn 37774 
Questions: 865-458-9624 

=========================================================================== 
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  Tennessee River Cruise                                   Event Captain Jean Armes  
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    Nautical Notes 
 

America's Boating Club-Knoxville Shirts 
 

 In January of 2019 we had a 3-week window in which to order new club shirts reflecting our new 

name. Many of our members did so and wore them while working at the Downtown Knoxville Boat Show in 

February. I sincerely hope that everyone who purchased a shirt was pleased with the quality and price. It is 

possible to again reopen an ordering period for more shirts for anyone who missed out in January. 

 Unfortunately I am unable to continue as chairman for this task. I have all the information needed 

including contact numbers, etc. for the vendor who supplied our shirts. If anyone would like to continue this 

service, please contact me and I can pass on all the particulars. It is not a difficult process. Each member who 

wants a shirt orders their own directly thru the vendor and then all shirts ordered will be sent to the chairman 

in one lot. Each shirt order will be packaged separately ready to give to the member. The chairman does not 

need to handle any money or payment or take orders. 

 Please call so that we may continue this service. If not, then we may have to discontinue providing 

shirts. My phone is 865-408-9229 and my e-mail is jbbray@charter.net. 

 
=========================================================================== 

 TVA has added an AIS transponder to the TVA tower in Knoxville so the Coast Guard should be 

able to see AIS signals around Knoxville now.  This is part of the Corps of Engineers project to fill in the 

AIS gaps between locks on the inland rivers.  They are investigating the possibility of sharing some of this 

data.  This could potentially help using smartphone apps for planning just before you get underway. 

         Captain Farmer DEO D-17,  
 
========================================================================= 
 Two membership activities are coming due: 

 1)  The MIRA (Membership Involvement Retention Award)  

  Inputs are due by the end of May.  See  

   www.usps.org/siteindex/Memberinvolvement/MIRA 

 2)  The Youth Poster Contest  

 This will be held at the fall governing board so get your children involved this summer.  

 Check this out at: 

 www.USPS.org/siteindex/youthactivities 

       R/C Robert Howd 

       rhowd1@ec.rr.com  

  Nautical Notes                  Contributors:  P/C Janet Bray P, Capt John Farmer, R/C Robert Howd 

http://www.usps.org/siteindex/Memberinvolvement/MIRA
http://www.usps.org/siteindex/youthactivities
mailto:rhowd1@ec.rr.com
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EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT Corner 19-5 

 

 The ABC course starting April 23rd had 14 committed and paid students with another eight who said 
they plan to commit. Our teaching approach this time is tilted towards “guide on the side” rather than the 
traditional “sage on the stage”.  In other words, we plan to make it more participative and we’re requiring 
students to both purchase the ABC book and that they read assigned chapters before all of the classes. We 
expect this will make the learning experience richer, with better retention and more interesting. However, 
it’s also an experiment for us, so we’ll try to learn as we go and employ continuous improvement to our fu-
ture courses.  
 We encountered a surprise regarding the pontoon boats for the on-the-water segment of the upcom-
ing ABC course. Unfortunately, Ed Loy at Ft. Loudon Marina decided to get out of the pontoon boat rental 
business, leaving us without boats. However, both Concord Marina and the Nautical Boat Club at Concord 
have made one boat each available to us for the course. Thanks to Bill Brumit for helping get this done. We 
still have to resolve the future need for boats, however.  
 
 Capt Don Perrine, SEO, was interviewed on Channel 10, WBIR, during the Alive at 5 at 4 pm time 
slot on the 22nd of April.  It took place at Concord Marina on one of the pontoon boats we used for training. 

We hope this encourages additional students for later courses.  See the interview by WBIR’s Emily DeVoe at: 
 
https://www.wbir.com/article/entertainment/events/about-town/dont-let-boating-season-sneak-up-on-
you-theres-a-safety-class-you-can-take/51-8c72022f-6e4f-4304-b691-35613df07708  
 
 Thanks to everyone who helped with the ABC course promotion. We have received very good cov-
erage.  We plan future courses and seminars, so stay tuned for more as we go forward.  
 
For anyone interested in having a copy of the 270-page ABC manual, we have several 2015 versions availa-
ble for the exceptionally low price of $20. Contact Don Perrine if you’d like one – DAPerrine@tds.net or 
865-963-9550.  
 
From John:    Boat Handling Course: 

 
Our new, online, Boat Handling Course sessions are now finished. We had six students from Knox-

ville and one from Memphis. Class sessions were recorded, so students could go back and revisit the 
presentations. Many people used this feature on the first section on Rules of the Road and some on other 
sections. This method also lets a person, who missed a night, listen to the presentation and see the Power-
Point slides for a particular course section. I believe teaching in this way can help more students take cours-
es in the future. 
 We have just gotten approval of the new, draft Marine Navigation (Piloting) course. Now the com-
mittee must refine the course material and complete the questions and final exam. We already have a pre-
liminary “final cruise” exercise that we are working on. We don’t have an estimate of when this course 
might be available yet but we are all working on it and have monthly conference calls to review and critique 
course material and progress. We, and especially I,  have tried to insure river relevant information is includ-
ed in this course. The course emphasizes electronic chart plotting with paper as a backup. 

 
 

   Education on Deck                                         Lt/C Don Perrine   AP                                               Education Officer 

https://www.wbir.com/article/entertainment/events/about-town/dont-let-boating-season-sneak-up-on-you-theres-a-safety-class-you-can-take/51-8c72022f-6e4f-4304-b691-35613df07708
https://www.wbir.com/article/entertainment/events/about-town/dont-let-boating-season-sneak-up-on-you-theres-a-safety-class-you-can-take/51-8c72022f-6e4f-4304-b691-35613df07708
mailto:DAPerrine@tds.net
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From the water 19-5 
  

Regulated Vessel Operation: 
I hope everyone knows that, as soon as anyone pays (any form of compensation) to ride a/your boat, 

that is considered carrying passengers for hire. If you take friends aboard and have a signed, in advance, 
reasonable, cost sharing agreement, then they are not passengers for hire. The Coasties are really cracking 
down hard on illegal passenger vessel operators with significant fines. Generally when carrying six of fewer 
passengers the captain must be licensed and subchapter C regulations must be complied with. With over six 
passengers the captain must be licensed and the vessel must be inspected annually. 

There is an additional provision that I was frankly not aware of. Notice in the chart below….. 

 
more than 12 people on a bareboat chartered boat apparently means the boat must comply with the small 
passenger vessel regulations, meaning it must be an inspected vessel, with a Certificate Of Inspection, re-
quiring a stability test/letter, annual inspections, and once every five year drydock hull inspection. I have 
asked the Coasties for clarification of this. If correct, if you charter (rent) a houseboat and have over 12 peo-
ple aboard you could be liable if the boat is not an inspected vessel. I will let you know what they tell me. 
 

Another Casualty: 
Fort Walton, Florida, there is a CG station adjacent to the Destin Pass Bridge: “Coast Guard Sector 

Mobile watchstanders received a request for assistance at 12:41 p.m. 14 April 2019 from Okaloosa County 
Sheriff’s in the search for a man who entered the water after he and another man were ejected from a 20-
foot center console vessel after a reported malfunction. The vessel reportedly continued running in circles 
and struck the missing individual.” Was it a malfunc-
tion or was the driver not hooked to the kill switch. 
Had the kill switch been tested? A VSC could have 
possibly prevented this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Educational Corner    DEO/ASEO Ed input 19-4    Capt John Farmer 
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 Educational Corner    DEO/ASEO Ed input 19-3     Capt John Farmer 

 

Technical Corner 19-5 
 

NMEA2000 (CAN Bus) wiring in your engine room 
 

 Does your engine room wiring look like this or is it a jumble of spliced wires? With the availability 
of CAN Bus (the dongle your mechanic plugs into your car) technology on newer engines it is easier to 
clean things up. In the past you probably had analog gauges with a large bundle of wires between your en-
gines and your helm station and possibly engine room gauges as well. If you wanted to computerize the da-
ta you had to add an expensive, analog to digital interface. European temperature gauges have a, hard to 
convert, curve shaped temperature Vs voltage output. It actually requires a seventh degree equation fit the 
voltage data. 

With the newer CAN Buss engines or NMEA2000 outboards, like I will be using, things are much 
simpler. I will be getting temperatures, pressures, RPM and fuel flow from my outboards. This plus GPS 
data should allow me to adjust engine RPM and trim for optimum operation. By adding fuel level sensors I 
should be able to see how many more river miles I can go before empty, like your car does. Some of this 
technology is available today and some multifunction chart plotters can display some of the data for you. 
More sophisticated systems, in the future, should be able to log this data also. They could alarm you when 
something is out of the normal operating range and remind you when to change your oil or add fuel. 

    

    

    

 If you are looking at repow-

ering or a new vessel I would sug-

gest you strongly consider electron-

ic (CAN Bus) rather than mechani-

cal engine control. There is at least 

one manufacturer of large marine 

diesels that is still touting their me-

chanical (analog) engine control. 

All of the others have switched to 

electronic engine control. Trouble 

shooting and tuning/adapting an 

electronic engine should be much 

easier. Most recreational diesel en-

gines will outlast their owners if 

properly maintained. But if you are 

repowering or moving up you do 

have newer options to consider. 
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2019                                           
EVENT CALENDAR 

         
 

 
America’s Boating Club - Knoxville mis-
sion statement:  “As America’s Boating 
Club, our vision is to enhance safety and 
enjoyment for the local boating community 
through formal and informal education, 
social enjoyment and sharing of 
knowledge”.  

 
 JANUARY 

 7  Bridge Meeting 
28 Dinner Meeting (Elections-Hibachi Grill) 

 
JULY 

 
  1  Bridge Meeting 
  6? Fireworks (overnight optional) 
  22 Winery Dinner Meeting –spkr-J. Smoot 
 

 
FEBRUARY 

4  Bridge Meeting 
14-17 Downtown Boat Show 
17-23 National Meeting-Florida 

 
AUGUST 

 5  Bridge Meeting 
 17 Lock-thru 
 24 Ice Cream Social (Tellico Clubhouse) 
 
6/8/13/15 ABC class (Louisville) 

 
MARCH 

4   Change of Watch (Sullivans) 
11 Bridge Meeting 
14, 21, 28 Boat Handling online 
25 Dinner Meeting (Mimis Café) - spkr-D. Perrine 
29-31  District Spring Conference 
 
 

 
SEPTEMBER 

 9  Bridge Meeting 
 21 Salmon Roast (Lenoir City Pavillion)       
 
 

 
APRIL 

 1   Bridge Meeting 
 4, 11, 18, 25  Boat Handling online 
 12-14 April Cruise to Downtown- Rossini Festival 
 22 Dinner Meeting  (Concord Sailing Club)- spkr-R/J Bray 
 23, 25, 27 (on water), 30 ABC class (Concord Marina) 

 
OCTOBER 

 7   Bridge Meeting 
 4-6 District Fall Conference 
 28 Dinner Meeting (Calhouns) 
 

  

MAY 

2 Boat Handling online final exam 
13 Bridge Meeting  
18  Lock-thru & Picnic  (Lenoir City Pavilion) 
25 Dock & Dine (Tellico Village Yacht Club) 
31-2 Jun Downriver Cruise (Terrace View) 
 ABC Class (Chota Ctr) 

 
NOVEMBER 

  4  Bridge Meeting 
 
 

 
JUNE 

 
  2-14 Extended Cruise to Joe Wheeler State Park 
 
  
 

 
DECEMBER 

 
 13 Holiday Gala (Country Kinfolks) 
  
  

  
  

  


