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WE ARE NOT 
ALONE 

  

 
 

 What was that old adage about "April showers bring May flowers"? We 
are now heading into May and I think April has provided us with not only rain, 
but snow, 80 degree temperatures, freezing temperatures and lots of wind. What 
a month! Let's hope that May will lend itself to a warmer and more consistent 
weather pattern.  
 Now that April is over, your Commander and lots of other folks can 
breathe a little easier. Our focus for many months has been on hosting the D17 
Spring Conference in Gatlinburg. The conference is over and we can say that it 
was a great success. Over a dozen members of KPS attended the conference and 
despite some very cold, windy and rainy weather on Saturday, I think that every-
one had a good time. First I want to thank everyone in our squadron who donat-
ed items for the Silent Auction. We made over $500 toward paying our expens-
es. I also want to thank Ed and Jean Armes , Hank and Cindy Davis, Mike 
Scher, Mike and Maureen McCarthy, Margaret and Ira Edidin and Chris-
tie Carrion for their help and support. I could not have pulled this event off 
without them. Another big Thank You goes to Don Perrine for giving his excel-
lent presentation at the Friday night dinner. Jim Barkley and John and Jean-
ette Farmer also attended and John gave a great seminar on Saturday. If you 
have never attended a District Conference before, you may be surprised at what 
a friendly and fun-loving group of folks are in the 10 squadrons in our district. 
We learned many things at the conference, but the most important one is that 
"we are not alone" in our problems and our successes. Other squadrons have 
many of the same trials that we do and some of them are much smaller than we 
are. Getting together helps all of us share ideas and discuss solutions. Our Dis-
trict is our bridge to our National organization, so we had news about both Na-
tional and District events and ideas. One of the more exciting news was the dis-
cussion about the new name of USPS and their focus on using it.  
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USPS is now "America's Boating Club". Several squadrons have changed their name. Your Bridge is also dis-
cussing this and will need suggestions and ideas from our membership.  
 Another piece of news is that the District is working on a simple monthly Newsletter that will carry 
each squadron's contact info and events for that month which will be sent out to all 10 squadrons. That will al-
low us to join events or classes with other squadrons. Next time a District Conference rolls around, think about 
attending. I guarantee you will have a good time and learn something. 
       Our "Cruise to Knoxville" also has been completed and our XO and event captain will let you know 
how it went. We are now moving on to our annual Lock-Thru Exercise on May 5. Please let Ed and Jean 
Armes know if you are attending so that they can prepare for our lunch and let Bob and I know as well so that 
we can prepare for our guests. We will need some people to go on guest boats and some people to run their 
own boats for guests to ride on. As many of you know our trip downriver in June has been canceled as Terrace 
View is completely booked by Allison Boats during the week we had been planning to go. Right now we are 
working on an alternative plan to go downriver during that same time frame with a possibility of members go-
ing on to Chattanooga either before or after. More details to follow. 
 I have been rather "long-winded" this month, so "that's all folks"! 
 
Janet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

KPS Mission Statement:  “As America’s Boating Club, our vision is to enhance safety and enjoyment for 

the local boating community through formal and informal education, social enjoyment and sharing of 

knowledge”.  

(Commander’s Report Continued from page 2) 

Now Hear This!             Page 2 

MEMBERSHIP 
Ed Armes, AP 

EDUCATION 
SEO:              Capt John Farmer, SN 

LAW OFFICER 
P/C Jim Barkley, SN 

SAFETY 
P/D/C  Michael P. Scher, AP 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 

        NEED    

PROPERTY OFFICER 
P/C Bob Bray, JN 

SQUDRON HISTORIAN 
P/C Bob Bray 

VESSEL SAFETY CHECK 
P/C Chuck Smith, P 

OPERATION BOAT SMART 
Cdr Dave Roberts 

LEGISLATIVE LIASION 
P/C Chuck Smith, P 

ROSTER & CALLING COMMITTEE 
Nancy Campbell, P 

ASSISTANT ADMINISTRIATION 

Marbeth Dietrich  

ABC CLASS COORDINATOR 
Capt John Farmer, SN 

MERIT MARK 
Jeanette Farmer, P 

HISTORIAN 
Bob Bray, P 

WEBMASTER NEWSLETTER EDITOR  

AUDIT: 
CHAIR:  Vickie Smith, S 
2 Year:    Hank Davis, JN 
3 Year:    Tom Sundstrom 

NOMINATING: 
CHAIR:  Jean Armes, AP 
2 Year:    Tom Dietrich, SN 
3 Year:    Cindy Davis 

RULES: 

CHAIR:   Bob Bray, JN 
2 Year:     Hank Davis, JN 
3 Year:     Wayne Baker 

PORT CAPTAIN: WATTS BAR LAKE 

Robert McConnel, SN 
PORT CAPTAIN: FT LOUDOUN  LAKE 

P/C James C. Barkley, SN 
PORT CAPTAIN: TELLICO LAKE 

Mike Scher, AP 



 

 

 

April 6-8 D17 Spring Conference- KPS hosted this great weekend at the Glenstone Lodge in Gatlinburg. 
See the Commander’s input below for the highlights: 
============================================================================= 
 KPS hosted the D17 Spring Conference at the Glenstone Lodge in Gatlinburg.  Commander Janet’s 

team worked very hard putting this together and went up to meet fellow squadron members from around the  

district and enjoy the weekend festivities.  Friday night was a tribute to the Knoxville Power Squadron’s 

mountain heritage. At the D17 dinner we  enjoyed BBQ pulled pork and all the “fixins” with banana pudding 

for dessert.  Saturday was District business and Squadron reports, a presentation by Don Perrine and a semi-

nar by John Farmer...while it rained outside.  District business wrapped up Sunday morning. 

Now Hear This!             Page 3 

 

Abaft Lookout:  

D/C Hector L. Colon, 

  Administrative Officer Report                                                           Lt/C Bill Brumit  



 

 April 13-15  Cruise to Downtown- another fun event chaired by Tom and Marbeth Deitrich! 
See their write up below for all those highlights! Thank you again Tom and Marbeth! You always do a super 
job!! 
============================================================================= 
 Four KPS boats cruised upriver to the Knoxville public docks on a beautiful Friday afternoon.  All 
the captains were pleased that there was almost no debris in the water, making it an easy trip.  The 10 of us 
on the docks enjoyed an early cocktail on the deck of Twilight Time, before walking UPHILL to catch the 
trolley. 
 
The trolley brought us into Old Town, where we had a short walk to the Smith’s condo.  The cocktail party 
was a great success as those who came by car increased our numbers to 22.  Vicki and Chuck graciously 
hosted all of us, and our thanks go to them for helping to make the evening such fun.  Following cocktails we 
walked to the Crown and Goose for dinner. 
 
Saturday morning the boaters shared a pot luck breakfast on the docks, before leaving for the festival.  It was 
a wonderful day with 5 stages set up in and around the Gay Street/Market Square area, with continuous mu-
sic on all stages.  We were even lucky enough to hear Mike and Maureen McCarthy’s granddaughter sing 
with her school chorus!  There were booths galore selling food and a variety of crafts, as well as street thea-
ter on several corners (the jugglers and magicians were outstanding).  We heard everything from school cho-
ruses to professional opera singers, and incredible musicians. 
 
Because of predicted rain and dropping temperatures on Saturday night and Sunday, most of us elected to 
head for home in the afternoon.  All got home safe and sound……..and we can’t wait to do it again next 
year! 
 Marbeth and Tom Dietrich 
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Breakfast at Tiffany’s 
 
Party at Chuck and 
Vicky’s 
 
Sleeping under the stars 

Our four Boats 
 
Relaxing  upon 
arrival. 
 
Rossini in full 
swing 

  Administrative Officer Report                                                           Lt/C Bill Brumit  
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April 27  TVYC Tiki Bar- What a beautiful night and sunset! The temp was a little cool so the tiki bar 

and band moved inside but several of us KPS’ers sat out on the dock enjoying a cocktail, good conversa-

tion, and a beautiful sunset! The Village Yacht Club continues to be one of my favorite local boating desti-

nations. Nice lake and Mtn views, good food, and FREE slip for the night! 

 

April 28 Blessing of the Fleet- While not a KPS sanctioned event, several KPS ‘ers came out on a beauti-

ful Saturday morning to have their vessel anointed and blessed for safe travels.  I apologize I didn’t get the 

ministers name but she did a fantastic job as at least 20 boats lined up and slowly passed by as she gave 

each her blessing. This took place at TVYC transient dock and since I spent the night there, I asked for-

giveness and blessings upon my Molly; hope it does us some good.  :) 

 

 

CURRENTLY UNDERWAY:    
 

 
May 5  Lock Thru and picnic-  Ed and Jean Armes will be cooking up burgers and dogs at our usual Le-

noir City Park Pavilion #1. Each person (couple) please bring a side dish to share. I hope by now you have 

confirmed with Jean,  redje1@hotmail.com 

Please see Commander Janet’s flyer on page 7 for more info. 

 

May 14  A small group will be cruising down the Tennessee River to the head of the Tenn-Tom and possi-

bly beyond. The cruise is very informal, meaning boats will meet up along the way at times; and at other 

times they’ll be on their own. The departure date is May 14, and a couple of us plan to attend the KPS Ter-

race View event starting June 18th on our way back up river. If anyone is interested to participate, more in-

formation is available by contacting either Don Perrine at 865-963-9550 DAPerrine@tds.net or Ben 

Birdwell at 865-386-1195 Birdwell46@earthlink.net.   

 
 
 
 

Abaft Lookout Continued:  

  Administrative Officer Report                                                           Lt/C Bill Brumit  

mailto:redje1@hotmail.com
tel:(865)%20963-9550
mailto:DAPerrine@tds.net
tel:(865)%20386-1195
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CURRENTLY UNDERWAY continued:    

 
 
May 19-25  Safe Boating Week-  KPS has new forces of VSC personnel and we will be out at several ma-

rinas doing VSC’s, promoting safe boating, and talking up (recruiting) for our squadron. If you would like 

to help Sat May 19, please let me know... 

 

 VSC off and running. (Photo) Bill Hall fills out VSC form for a boat at our Caney Creek VSC 

day Saturday. In addition to Bill, Jerry Campbell, Chuck Smith and Bob Mattison did 14 boats.  

Getting spring things done between bursts of winter. LOL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 19 DND  I have been trying to confirm us a location but, right now, all marinas are full! Boating is 

alive and well in East Tennessee! Hopefully better news in our mid month BLAST. 

 

May 26 Rockin the Docks fireworks- I am still looking for a “Mother Ship” for this event. This will be an 

informal get together to have a cocktail and watch the fireworks. More info in mid month BLAST. 

 

Have a safe and fun MEMORIAL DAY!  Please remember and honor all the men and women who 

fought and died for our flag and our freedoms. 

  Administrative Officer Report                                                           Lt/C Bill Brumit  
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COME ONE!  COME ALL!  

 
 

RIVER LOCKS-FRIEND OR FOE? 
 

THE KNOXVILLE POWER SQUADRON IS HOLDING ITS 
 

ANNUAL FREE LOCK-THRU AT THE FORT LOUDON LOCK 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 5, 2018 OR 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 18, 2018 

 
 ARE YOU NEW TO BOATING? 
 
 ARE YOU NEW TO RIVER BOATING? 
 
 ARE YOU HESITANT TO LOCK-THRU WITH YOUR BOAT? 
 
WE WILL TEACH YOU EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT 
TAKING YOUR BOAT THROUGH A LOCK! 
 
BRING YOUR BOAT OR RIDE ONE OF OURS! 
 
MEET AT 9 AM AT LENOIR CITY PARK-PAVILION #1 
THERE WILL BE A SHORT INFORMATIONAL SESSION 
AND THEN ON TO THE LOCK! 
 
YOUR REWARD WILL BE HAMBURGERS AND HOTDOGS 
FOR ALL AFTER THE LOCK-THRU EXERCISE! 
 
CONTACT CDR JANET BRAY AT 865-408-9229 FOR INFO 

  Administrative Officer Report                                                           Lt/C Bill Brumit  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Downriver Cruise          Cdr  Janet Bray 
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DOWNRIVER ADVENTURE CRUISE 2018 
 

THREE DAYS OF CRUISING, EATING, DRINKING, AND FRIENDSHIP! 
FRIDAY, JUNE 22 THROUGH SUNDAY, JUNE 24 

***Come by boat or come by car for the Whitestone Luncheon. Daytime affair! 
TWO DESTINATIONS: 
Long Island Marina-*see instructions below (Fri Agenda) for reservations! 
1060 Paint Rock Ferry Rd., Kingston, TN 37763 
865-376-6288 
On the River at MM 571.5 RDB 
Slips are scattered throughout the marina, some with 30 amp electric, some 110, some 0 
Whitestone Inn 
1200 Paint Rock Rd., Kingston, TN 37763 
865-376-0113 
On the River at MM 573.8 LDB 

AGENDA 
Friday, June 22 
Travel on your own to Long Island Marina-**Do not arrive until after 2 PM as Allison Boat group 
will be there earlier for lunch. 
**ALL RESERVATIONS FOR SLIPS MADE THRU THE BRAYS. CALL OR E-MAIL WITH 
BOAT NAME, SIZE (LENGTH AND WIDTH), ELECTRIC NEEDS. 865-408-9229 OR 
JBBRAY@CHARTER.NET. 
Bring a side dish or dessert to share for dinner. Food truck will have hot dogs, pulled pork sand-
wiches, polish sausage. Ice cream available for dessert. Pay for your own. 
Slips are $1.00 per foot. Stay for the night. 
Saturday, June 23 
Breakfast on your own. 
Full plated chicken luncheon at Whitestone Inn across the river at approx. $25pp. **Marina has 2-
20' pontoon boats to ferry us over to Whitestone and back. 
Stay at Long Island Marina for the night. Dinner will be snacks, appetizers, leftovers, drinks. 
Sunday, June 24 
Breakfast-Food truck will be there with breakfast sandwiches or on your own. Pay as before. 
Leave for home.  
 
NOTES: 
***Member boats can go to Chattanooga or beyond either before or after this weekend. 
***May bring beer and/or wine to Whitestone. KPS will have a supply of beer (Bud, Bud Light, 
Yuengling Regular) as well, for partying on the marina deck. 
 
PLEASE SEND COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS TO CDR BRAY BY MAY 1. 
 
PAYMENT DUE FOR LUNCHEON BY MAY 23. CHECKS MADE OUT TO KPS AND SENT TO 
JANET BRAY AT 109 TANASI COURT, LOUDON, TN 37774 

FORWARD  Lookout:  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Announcements     
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
          

     Boating Safety Class 
 
Caney Creek Marina and Knoxville Power Squadron are once again putting on the Americas Boating Class  

This is a very comprehensive, fun class that will make you a better and safer boater. We will cover regula-

tions related to your boat’s required equipment, operator laws, on the water right-of way, river markings 

and travel aids, boat nomenclature, VHF radio protocol, and more. We even show students a few knots. 

This class also qualifies for the Tennessee Boating License requirements for those born after Jan, 1 1989.  

This class is for boaters of all ages (16 or over) and all experience levels. 

    It is a 4 night class (Tuesday May 8, Thursday May 10, Tuesday May 15, and Thursday May 17). Each 

night from 6 till 8:30. Location: The Caney Creek RV Resort office  CC RV Resort is on Roane State 

Highway near Harriman. Cost is $37 and includes your ABC book. Two people sharing the same book 

have a combined cost of just $47. Note: We must have a minimum of 5 student enrolled to hold the class 

To enroll call or email Chuck Smith   931-260-9114      cqguy@hotmail.com              

              

 THE POWER OF ONE 

If everyone recruited just ONE person each year we would double in size in about a year.   

Sounds so simple but, it is difficult because many of us don’t like to ASK someone to join us (it is selling).  

The worst they can do is say no.  ASK a friend.  ASK the person whose VSC you did.  ASK the person 

who wonders about the insignia on your shirt or cap.  ASK the person who took a class or seminar.  Just 

ASK someone! 

Robert Howd (D17 Membership) 

 

 
 The Knoxville Power Squadron is proud to announce that we were presented with 

two awards at the recent District 17 Spring Conference: 
 

To the staff of Knoxville Power Squadron in recognition of Distinctive Performance for United States 
Power Squadrons Websites in 2017….thank you Josh Kaczmarczyk! 
 
 To the staff of Now Hear This in recognition of Distinctive Performance for United States Power 
Squadrons Publications in 2017…thank you Mike McCarthy! 

 

 

 

mailto:cqguy@hotmail.com


 

 

 
  

AMERICA’S BOATING CLUB® 
By Eileen Rickard SN 

 
How many times have you talked about the United States Power Squadrons® to boating friends and gotten a 
blank look? Well now we have a way to talk about our organization that helps us connect better to the boat-
ing public. USPS has trademarked an alternate brand – America’s Boating Club®. 
 
For a long time the USPS national organization and individual squadrons have wrestled with the idea of 
changing our name because it is often not even recognized as being connected with boating. Unfortunately 
changing our name is expensive and has many downsides. 
 

But using another brand, one owned and registered by the United States Power Squadrons, gives us many of 
the advantages of changing our name without many of the costs. Businesses do this all the time. The GAP, 
for example, uses four other brands to appeal to different groups – Old Navy, Banana Republic, Athleta and 
Intermix. We are legally the United States Power Squadrons, but we are also America’s Boating Club. Like-
wise we are legally Your Squadron Sail and Power Squadron but we are also either Your Squadron’s Boating 
Club or America’s Boating Club, Your Squadron. 
 

The new brand also does a better job of encompassing all parts of our organization. As a club we are seen as 
a social organization that has fun as well as providing great boating education and public service. 
 
The new logo incorporates the Ship’s Wheel and a forward-looking graphic indicating water and sail, power 
and manually powered boats. It also uses the USPS colors and fonts. 
 
During the transition, we are encouraged to use both brands with connecting wording. For example: 
There is also an alternative version of the logo that can be used as a letterhead or a newsletter masthead. It 
can also be combined with the local squadron or district name and/or flag. 
 

 

Changes are in the wind 
 
You have probably heard the name Americas Boating Club being talked about with the United States 

Power Squadron name.  Well finally National is in the process of changing it’s name to be more recog-

nizable as a boating organization.  They are spending a lot of advertising effort using the new name in 

conjunction with the old one.  At some point the USPS name will be dropped all together.  We need to 

start to think about making the same change.  The following is a letter written from another squadron that 

does a much better job of explaining the whys and hows.  The Bridge will be talking more about this in 

the near future. 

Tom Dietrich 

  Executive Officer Report                                                                         XO Tom Dietrich  
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The time to transition to the new logo is indefinite. National has made some suggestions on how individual 
squadrons may use the new logo. But the rules and the timing are not hard and fast in order to allow time for 
squadrons to adapt to the new concept. Many of you know that in the last couple of years we have changed 
to brand standards that made sure that the United States Power Squadrons name and logo were presented in 
the primary position and specific ways. Competitions and awards were given only to squadrons and districts 
that adhered to these detailed standards. 
 
The America’s Boating Club transition is being handled differently. This is a significant transition to a new 
way of promoting ourselves, so squadrons and districts are being given guidance but are encouraged to pro-
ceed with the approaches and schedule that fits their needs. The real requirement is that in some way Ameri-
ca’s Boating Club is shown to be owned by the United States Power Squadrons. The use of both logos and 
the possible wordings above indicate that. America’s Boating Club should appear with an ® and somewhere 
on the page it must show that America’s Boating Club is owned by the United States Power Squadrons. 
 
What will you see soon for Your Squadron? You may start seeing it in emails or any written communication. 
We can try a changing the mailing page in new issues of Your Squadron’s Newsletter. We will probably 
move to using the new logo on our website and eventually on the masthead of Your Squadron’s newsletter 
when we reprint colored mastheads again. We need to decide where and how we want to use the name in of-
ficial ways. 
 
But you don’t have to wait for that. In your conversations with others, including boaters, remember 
 
 
 

We are America’s Boating Club® 

 

Executive  Officer Report                                                           XO Tom Dietrich  
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  Administrative Officer Report                    Lt/C Linda Sundstrom  
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   Technical Library                                                                                                     Ken Bloomfield, NHT Webmaster  

 

 

 

   Technical Library                                                                                                        Ken Bloomfield, Webmaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Education on Deck                                         Lt/C John Farmer SN                            Squadron Education Officer 
 
 

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT Corner 18-5 
 

 

At the District 17 conference we learned that Atlanta will be offering Boating Operator Certification (BOC) 

plus on-line required seminars for certification. We will bring you details as we get them. Atlanta also plans 

to offer Seamanship online in September. D/Lt/C Martha E. Heck, JN, our District Educational Officer will 

try to put together some of the BOC seminars for the Fall District Conference hosted by the Music City and 

Memphis squadrons. That is just one more reason to attend our district conferences. 

 

We are now confirmed for the Caney Creek ABC3 class at the Caney Creek RV center, It will be Tuesdays 

and Thursdays 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. from 8 May through 17 May.  See announcement on page 5. 

 

I would like for KPS to offer Seamanship from 5 June to 31 July on Tuesdays (two hours each) at a site 

TBD.  “The Seamanship 2016 course is the next step after completing America’s Boating Course, 3rd Edi-

tion (ABC3), taking the knowledge and skills learned there and expanding and extending them with this 

newly updated edition. Or make Seamanship the first step into building boating confidence and competence 

for safe and fun on-the-water adventures. Seamanship 2016 presents material applicable to both power and 

sail, covering such topics as the construction and functioning of a boat, the skipper’s responsibilities, pre-

paring the boat for use, handling and maneuvering a vessel under various conditions in close quarters and 

on the open water, rules of the road, anchoring, emergencies, and marlinespike/basic knots. The Appen-

dices cover boating into the waters of Canada and Mexico, the effects of weather on the boater’s health, 

and general information on obtaining a US Coast Guard captain’s license.” 

 

“The eBook Student Manual 2016 and the hard copy version are identical. Course completion is document-

ed by a closed-book exam graded by USPS Headquarters.” 

 

The student cost for either the hard copy Seamanship manual or the eBook (downloadable PDF manual) is 

$63 per member student, $87 member share, nonmember $126 and nonmember share $150. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  Administrative Officer Report                    Lt/C Linda Sundstrom  
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FROM THE WATER   18-5 
 
 

At our recent District 17 Spring Conference, our editor, Mike McCarthy, mentioned that I make a large 

contribution to our newsletter each month. He wondered if I felt I needed to share the load with others and 

my reply is below. I am always open to input from anyone and certainly welcome it! 

 

Why I contribute to the Power Squadron: 

 

1) Most people do short outings on the water. Some do extended inland cruises like the Great Loop. Still 

others live aboard well away from home at sea for extended periods of time. I am fortunate in that I Eat, 

Drink, Sleep and even Dream boating. My Grandfather gave me the book “TRIGONOMETRY, SURVEY-

ING AND NAVIGATION” when I was about 14. My first copy of Chapman’s (before I knew there was a 

Power Squadron) is only about one inch thick and is the 56-57 Edition (making me 16). Intrigued by celes-

tial navigation, I built a sextant and used the top of a drive-in theater screen (due south and level per sur-

veying instrument) as my horizon for sun sights (meridian transits now). No one had told me that because 

of the reflections from the  index and horizon mirrors each degree on the arc represented two degrees of al-

titude. Instead of my calculations showing about 32o N for Troy, Alabama I was seeing 64o N or about even 

with Fairbanks, Alaska. I learned better later. Because I am a fulltime captain and subscribe to over six pro-

fessional publications I try to keep abreast of marine technology and pass that information along. 

 

2) I have always felt that if you were in a profession or serious recreational activity you should join their 

organizations and participate.  This is a very good way to enhance your knowledge and enjoyment. I am no 

longer a member of the United States Yacht Racing Union (now United States Sailing Association), the In-

stitute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers or the American Association of Textile Chemists and Color-

ists. I am currently a member of the National Association of Charter Boat Operators, the Society of Naval 

Architects and Marine Engineers and must importantly the Knoxville Power Squadron. The more you 

learn the more comfortable you will be with your capabilities. 

  

   Education on Deck                                         Lt/C John Farmer SN                            Squadron Education Officer 

 



 

  Administrative Officer Report                    Lt/C Linda Sundstrom  
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3) I owe my present, enjoyable, occupation as a captain, to the Power Squadron and feel obligated to give 

back like others gave to me. My JN instructor (I did N on my own) was O. B. (we called him Obe) Ellis. If 

you have a copy of “DUTTON’S Navigation and Piloting” and look in preface under contributors you will 

see Obe listed and he knew celestial navigation very thoroughly! My Weather instructor was Tom Floyd, a 

retired FAA meteorologist and sailor. Tom made weather come alive for us even for micro forecasting for 

sailboat races. I want to give back because I feel I owe a debt of gratitude to those who so unselfishly gave 

to me so that I can be where I am today. I also wish to set an example and encourage others to step up 

and participate in our Squadron, District and/or National organizations. I am on the Inland and 

Coastal Navigation committee and we are rewriting Piloting and Advanced Piloting.  V/C Craig Frazier, 

SN-IN, National Educational Officer, has asked me to rewrite our Paddle Smart Seminar. I had made the 

mistake of complaining about it in an email to him and the leadership does read their emails. I can’t even 

spell SUP (Stand Up Paddleboard) and desperately need someone’s help. Please email or call  

 
If you would like to participate at the National level, go to http://www.usps.org/national/natsec/forms.html 

and log in as a member. Near the bottom of the page, in the left column, you will see “Nominations” and 

beside it “Member Resume” which you click. This will take you to the online resume form that you fill out. 

The V/Cs and R/Cs do read these so you may get a call. I know that R/C Carl E. Filios, SN-IN, chairman of 

the IT Committee is desperately looking for php programmers. 

 

If you would like to be considered for a district position (committee or bridge) email our D/C Hector L. Co-

lon, SN at hlcolon@aol.com and provide a resume and tell him where you are interested in serving.  To 

volunteer for our Squadron send email to Cdr. Janet C. Bray, P at jbbray@charter.net with a resume and 

your interests. She is desperately looking for a Public Relations Officer. The more give the more you 

learn and you get Merit Marks to prove it. I have 38 Merit Marks and Jeanette is at 23. She is two away 

from free life membership and I am two away from the new distinguished service award. We are commit-

ted; how about you? 

  

 

  

 
 
 

   Education on Deck                                         Lt/C John Farmer SN                            Squadron Education Officer 

 

mailto:Cefilios91@gmail.com


 

  Administrative Officer Report                    Lt/C Linda Sundstrom  
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   Technical Library                                                                                                     Ken Bloomfield, NHT Webmaster  

 

 

 

   Technical Library                                                                                                        Ken Bloomfield, Webmaster 

 

 

 

 As your Commander, I thought I would update you all on our activities for 2018. A pattern has 

emerged when looking at the events we have planned which everyone should be aware of. Each year we set 

up a written calendar so that members can plan on the dates of our activities and make time to attend. We 

try to stick to those dates when possible, although some changes do occur from time to time. Our Adminis-

trative Officer is in charge of our activity schedule. It is his/her job to find Captains to lead the various 

events. It is not his job to lead everything all year. So far this year, Bill has provided us with a January, 

February and March dinner meeting. There is also an Administrative Committee to help. If you have read 

the Commander's Monthly Message in this newsletter, then you know we will soon have access to the 

events going on in all 10 of our District's Squadrons and they will have access to ours. Without a pre-

planned calendar of events this cannot happen.  

  April's activity was the Cruise to Knoxville and Tom Dietrich stepped up to lead this event. Tom 

has also stepped up and offered to lead the Fall Color Cruise later this year.  

 May is our annual Lock Thru Exercise. Since no one stepped up to lead this, Ed and Jean Armes 

agreed to work on the luncheon and the Brays will work on the lock-thru itself. They also worked on all the 

advertising for this event. 

 June is our Downriver Cruise. Unfortunately no one stepped up to lead this event; therefore we did 

not check with Terrace View in a timely manner and the week we wanted was locked out for someone else. 

The Brays have again stepped up to try an alternative cruise, possibly to the Whitestone and Long Island 

Marina with Chattanooga either before or after.  

 July is our annual Winery dinner and the Armes are leading that one, as well as the September 

Salmon Roast.  

 The Brays have also offered to lead the Holiday Gala this year and are looking at music and danc-

ing. Our new transfer members, the Mattisons, have agreed to help the Brays. 

 There will still be October and November dinner meetings to arrange. 

 Do you see a pattern here? Three couples have agreed to lead 7 events for KPS plus do their own 

advertising, etc. We all love the squadron and the people in it, but this is the way to "burn people out".  We 

are trying to recruit new members, but new members are not the total answer. We need some help from our 

present members if we are going to keep our squadron enjoying fun activities together. Let me or any other 

officer know if our membership wants less activities or something different. Do you want an open schedule 

with nothing planned ahead of time and just a "Blast" 2 weeks before? Soon you will be able to see what 

other squadrons have on their calendars. Our Bridge and especially our AO needs your input and help 

if we want to be a fun and vibrant squadron.  

   A LETTER TO THE MEMBERSHIP-OUR KPS 2018 
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      Knoxville Power Squadron 

2018 
                                                      

EVENT CALENDAR 

    
 
 

      

  
JANUARY 

 8   Bridge Meeting 
22  Dinner Meeting 
  

 
JULY 

 7?  Fireworks 
 23  Winery  Dinner 

 
FEBRUARY 

5    Bridge Meeting 
18-25 USPS Annual Meeting 
26  Change of Watch 
  

 
AUGUST 

 6    Bridge Meeting 
 18 Lock-thru exercise 
 25  Dock and Dine 
 7/9/14/16 ABC class in Louisville 
 

 
MARCH 

5   Bridge Meeting 
8-11  Downtown Boat Show 
26  Dinner Meeting 
20/22/27/29 ABC class in Knoxville 

 
SEPTEMBER 

 
22 Salmon Roast/Raft-up 
 
 

 
APRIL 

2   Bridge Meeting 
6-8  Spring Conference in Gatlinburg 
13-15 Cruise to Knoxville (Rossini Festival) 
28  Dock and Dine 
 

 
OCTOBER 

 1    Bridge Meeting 
       District Fall Conference 
 22 Dinner Meeting 
 26-28 Color Cruise (alternate date-Nov 2-4) 

 
MAY 

 5   Lock Orientation, Lock-thru & Picnic 
 7   Bridge Meeting 
 8/10/15/17 ABC class at Caney Creek 
14  Downriver Cruise to head of Tenn-Tom  
 19 Start Natl Safe Boating Week; Dock and Dine 
 26 Rockin the Docks fireworks 
 

 
NOVEMBER 

  5    Bridge Meeting 
  12   Dinner Meeting 
 

 
JUNE 

  
    4     Bridge Meeting 
 22-24 Downriver cruise (Long Island Marina & 
Whitestone Inn) 
  
 

 
DECEMBER 

    
 

 10? Holiday Gala 
  

  
  

  

    


